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BY BECCA BURNS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
Ithaca College freshman Irma 
Goldberg checked her Facebook 
each day of winter break to fi nd 
dozens of “be safe” messages on 
her wall. While her friends were 
watching the confl ict between Is-
rael and Hamas on TV, Goldberg 
was experiencing it fi rsthand. Ev-
ery day, she saw soldiers recently 
back from the fi ghting, and the 
graves of those no longer living.
Goldberg went to Israel this win-
ter on Birthright, a free, 10-day trip 
available to Jews between the ages 
of 18 and 26 that is sponsored by 
Taglit-Birthright, a partnership or-
ganization between Israeli and Jew-
ish community organizations. She 
said 40 students were scheduled to 
go on this trip, but 10 dropped out 
once fi ghting began. Ithaca College 
also sent 10 students on Birthright 
through Hillel, Jewish Chaplain 
Michael Faber said. 
Th ough Goldberg said the at-
tacks were still going on when she 
got there, she did not feel she was 
in danger. 
Some students said they went 
to do volunteer work, some to visit 
friends and some to learn more 
about their heritage. Th ough they 
may have gone for diff erent reasons, 
most said they felt it was important 
to be there during a time of war and 
to support the people of Israel.
Th e fi ghting, which began when 
Israel bombed Gaza on Dec. 27, was 
aimed at punishing Hamas militants 
who have been bombing Israel for 
the last eight years. Battling killed 
approximately 1,300 Gazans, the 
vast majority of whom were civil-
ians, and thousands of Palestinian 
homes were destroyed, according 
to Th e Associated Press. Israel had 
relatively few casualties — 13 dead, 
including 10 soldiers — before de-
claring a cease-fi re Jan. 19.
Faber said he thought it was 
safe for Jews to travel to Israel 
during this time.
“I wouldn’t hesitate as a parent 
to send my child,” he said.
Goldberg said Birthright trip 
itineraries had to be cleared by the 
Israeli government daily and an 
armed medic was always with the 
groups. She said visiting Israel dur-
ing the confl ict gave her a much 
better perspective of the country 
and its people.
“You really see the country 
come together a lot more when 
there is a confl ict, and I really got to 
see how much pride there is every-
where for the country,” she said.
During her trip, Goldberg went 
to Mt. Hertzl, the national Jew-
ish cemetery, and saw freshly dug 
graves of soldiers who had recently 
been killed. She spoke to a group 
of soldiers who were constantly re-
ceiving calls about friends who got 
injured during the confl ict. 
“It’s things like this that got me 
Students visit 
Israel despite 
Gaza violence
BY TRICIA L. NADOLNY
STAFF WRITER
Some leaned slightly forward, 
waiting in anticipation for his next 
word, and for 
the next day 
of American 
politics. Oth-
ers sat back in 
their chairs — 
silent — their joints loose and their 
eyes at ease.
But when the crowd in the nation’s 
capital roared, Ithaca joined in.
“It was like you were holding your 
breath until he was done with the 
oath,” junior Kate Pike said. “And then, 
everybody exploded. Th at’s all you 
could do. All I could think was to clap 
and yell as loud as I could.”
On Tuesday afternoon, Americans 
across the country came together as 
the nation ushered in its 44th presi-
dent — Barack Hussein Obama. A 
million people gathered on the streets 
of Washington, D.C. More than a 
thousand fi lled the chairs, aisles, fl oors 
and doorways of Emerson Suites. 
Obama, the nation’s fi rst black 
president, described himself in his 
inaugural address as “a man whose 
father less than 60 years ago might 
not have been served at a local restau-
rant.” Still, he lingered on this historic 
fact for only a moment and, instead, 
recounted his message of change and 
focused on the challenges ahead. 
“Starting today we must pick our-
selves up, dust ourselves off  and begin 
again the work of remaking America,” 
he said.
Krystina Murawski, a junior in 
Ithaca College’s Washington Program, 
started Inauguration Day at 4 a.m. She 
stood in line for seven hours to get 
close to the Capitol but because of the 
BY PALOMA ALTAMIRANO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
While some people use holidays like Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day to sleep in a bit longer or relax, 
hundreds of students at Ithaca College instead chose 
to give back to the Ithaca 
community, making MLK 
Day at the college “a day on, 
not off .”
John Rawlins, assistant 
director of the Offi  ce of 
Multicultural Aff airs, said most people consider this 
holiday just a day off  of school or work. 
“Dr. King’s message wasn’t about just sitting back 
and doing nothing,” Rawlins said. “It was always 
about being proactive.”
On Monday, students had the opportunity to 
participate in service activities at 15 diff erent sites 
around the town of Ithaca. Students also had the 
chance to get involved in diff erent workshops and 
facilitated discussions throughout the day. Th e day 
closed with the third annual MLK Celebration Con-
cert, which included readings as well as songs cel-
ebrating King’s life and work.
MLK Day began with a speech by Ithaca Col-
lege President Tom Rochon about his favorite quote 
from King.
“We’re not sure where we want to be,” he said, 
“And we’re not sure where we’re going to be. But we 
sure are a long way from where we were.”
Rochon’s speech was followed with a perfor-
mance by the Amani Gospel singers and an artis-
tic reading by senior Maxwell Lawrence, an MLK 
Scholar. After the fi rst-year MLK Scholars gave a 
presentation on the civil rights movement, students 
left for community service sites across Ithaca.
Deb Mohlenhoff , assistant director of the Center 
for Student Leadership and Involvement, said this 
year, the number of community service participants 
almost doubled from last year. Th is year she said 
there were about 175 people, and 90 last year.
Some of the sites that students of the college were 
involved with included the Sciencenter, the Tomp-
kins County Public Library Foundation, Longview 
and Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services. 
Students also had the chance to attend the an-
nual MLK Day luncheon at the Greater Ithaca Ac-
tivities Center. It featured keynote speaker Locksley 
College commemorates King’s legacy
Freshman MLK scholar Lawrence Moten gives a presentation on the civil rights movement to fellow 
students Monday in Emerson Suites for the college’s celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
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See OBSERVANCE, page 4
See PRESIDENT, page 4
See HOLY LAND, page 4
Members of the Ithaca community celebrate new leadership in White House
Obamaarrives
View a photo gallery 
of the day’s events 
at theithacan.org/
go/09mlk.
Vew a photo gallery of 
campus celebration 
at theithacan.org/
go/09obama.
Above: President Obama waves to crowds after his 
inauguration speech in front of the Capitol building.
JAE C. HONG/ASSOCIATED PRESS
Bottom left: Ithaca residents Chris Loviglio and Katie
 Minarski watch the speech Tuesday at Micawber’s.
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN
Students clap and cheer Tuesday in Emerson 
Suites as Obama is sworn in as president.
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     THIS WEEK
THURSDAY BRIEFING
2  The Ithacan  Thursday, January 22, 2009
22 THURSDAY 
2009 Summer Orientation 
Leader information meeting from 
6 to 7 p.m. in DeMotte Meeting 
Room in Campus Center
Film Screening of “Call Me 
Troy,” as part of the LGBT fi lm 
series, at 7 p.m. in Textor 102
WICB/VIC Rush Night at 7 p.m. 
in Park Auditorium 
23 FRIDAY
Varsity crew information meet-
ing at 4 p.m. in 58 Hill Center
Intramural basketball and 
volleyball sign-ups at 5 p.m. in 
102 Hill Center 
Shabbat Services at 6 p.m. in 
Muller Chapel
Shabbat Dinner at 7:15 p.m. in 
Terrace Dining Hall
25 SUNDAY
Nondenominational Protes-
tant Service at 11 a.m. in 
Muller Chapel
Catholic Community Mass at 
1 and 9 p.m. in Muller Chapel
27 TUESDAY
IC Food Frenzy, an annual 
culinary showcase, from 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Emerson Suites
ADD YOUR EVENT
Drop events for “This 
Week” in the marked box in 
The Ithacan offi ce, or e-mail 
Assistant News Editor Becca 
Burns at rburns1@ithaca.edu 
by 5 p.m. Monday.
CORRECTIONS
In the informational box “Help 
On the Way” (Dec. 11) it was 
reported that the Athletics and 
Events Center will have a new 
basketball and volleyball center, 
gymnastics center, rowing area 
and indoor tennis courts. The 
plans are not fi nalized. 
In the story “A Local Alterna-
tive” (Dec. 11), it was reported 
that Louis Cassanti is a county 
legislator. He is a hot dog 
vender on The Commons. It was 
reported that Ithaca College 
English professor Paul Han-
som’s article is “I Have Tea in 
My Veins.” It is actually “Gimme 
Tea Instead.” It was reported 
that the award-winning poet 
who has contributed to “Ithaha” 
magazine is Anna Pollack. Her 
name is Anna Pollock. 
In the story “Professor’s Class 
in India Canceled after Attacks” 
(Dec. 11), it was reported 
the U.S. Department of State 
declared a travel warning for 
India. On Dec. 4, the State 
Department had only issued a 
travel alert. 
It is The Ithacan’s policy to 
correct all errors of fact. 
Please contact Jackie Palochko
at 274-3207.
COPY EDITORS
Paloma Altamirano, Alexa 
Besgen, David Durrett, Lauren 
Kaufman, Tahleen Ovian, Brit-
tany Rose, Meg Rindfl eisch, 
Emmy Schwartz, Juliana Stiles,  
Benjamin White-Patarino.
Obama begins White House duties
President Obama stepped into the Oval Of-
fi ce for the fi rst time as chief executive yesterday 
and summoned economic advisers and top mili-
tary offi  cials to separate meetings aimed at de-
livering the change he promised as a candidate.
A multi-denominational prayer service at 
Washington National Cathedral and an open 
house at the presidential mansion were also on 
the schedule of the 44th president, taking offi  ce 
on a promise to fi x the battered economy and 
withdraw U.S. troops from the war in Iraq on a 
16-month timetable.
Obama’s fi rst White House meetings as pres-
ident meshed with quickened eff orts in Con-
gress to add top Cabinet offi  cials to the roster 
of those confi rmed Tuesday and to advance the 
economic stimulus measure that is a top priority 
of his administration.
Treasury Secretary-designate Tim Geithner, 
appearing before the Senate Finance Committee 
for a confi rmation hearing, said enactment of the 
new president’s economic stimulus was essential. 
He also said the Senate’s decision last week to 
permit use of the second $350 installment of a 
fi nancial industry bailout “will enable us to take 
the steps necessary to help get credit fl owing.”
He said Obama and he “share [the] belief that 
this program needs serious reform.”
Guantanamo Bay trials postponed
 President Obama’s request to suspend all war 
crimes trials at Guantanamo was promptly ac-
cepted by military judges yesterday in what may 
be the beginning of the end for the Bush adminis-
tration’s system of trying alleged terrorists.
Th e judges agreed to the 120-day halt of the 
cases of fi ve men charged in the Sept. 11 attacks 
and a Canadian accused of killing an American 
soldier in Afghanistan. Similar orders are expect-
ed in other pending cases before the Guantanamo 
military commission.
Prosecutors submitted the motions just hours 
after Obama’s inauguration at the direction of the 
president and Defense Secretary Robert Gates.
North Korea and Iran willing to talk
North Korea and Iran, two nations with 
nuclear aspirations the U.S. wants to thwart, 
both signaled yesterday they were open to new 
initiatives from President Obama that could 
defuse tensions.
A newspaper considered a mouthpiece for 
the North Korean government said the com-
munist regime is willing to give up its nuclear 
weapons if the U.S. agrees to conditions im-
posed by the North, including establishing
 formal diplomatic relations.
Iran said it was “ready for new approaches” 
from Obama after his predecessor George W. Bush 
shunned the country.
“With old friends and former foes, we will 
work tirelessly to lessen the nuclear threat,” 
Obama said in his inauguration speech Tuesday.
Political changes demanded in Africa
Activists launched a hunger strike yesterday 
to demand faster political change in Zimbabwe 
and urge African leaders to isolate the country’s 
president, Robert Mugabe, who is accused of 
overseeing its political and economic collapse.
Th e South African and Zimbabwean activists 
also hope thousands in the region will join them in 
a series of fasts during the next three months.
Wilson Mugabe, a pastor from Zimbabwe 
who is not related to its president, said he would 
go for a week without water or food and camp 
out at a Johannesburg church that has been a 
refuge for Zimbabweans fl eeing political op-
pression and economic collapse.
Th e church, draped yesterday in anti-Mugabe 
banners as well as the drying laundry of the hun-
dreds of Zimbabweans living there, will be the 
headquarters for the hunger strike.
Soviet satellite discovered in orbit
 Russia’s military said yesterday that an 
old Soviet-built nuclear-powered satellite has 
spewed fragments in orbit but insisted they do 
not threaten the international space station or 
people on Earth.
Th e military’s Space Forces said the decom-
missioned Cosmos-1818 satellite “partially frag-
mented” in July.
Space Forces chief of staff  Gen. Alexander 
Yakushin said in yesterday’s statement that the 
satellite’s fragments remained on a high orbit 
far above that of the international space station. 
Yakushin added that the fragments do not pose 
any threat of radioactive contamination on Earth.
Th e fragmentation was fi rst reported earlier 
this month in NASA’s newsletter Orbital Debris 
Quarterly News.
SOURCE: Associated Press
Free prescriptions offered 
at Wegmans nationwide
For the next three months, the 72 
Wegmans stores across the country 
will fi ll generic antibiotic prescrip-
tions for free. Th e Rochester-based 
grocery store will off er up to a 14-
day supply of nine types of oral anti-
biotics at no cost for customers who 
are signed up for the store’s free 
Shoppers Club card. 
The medications covered by 
the program would generally cost 
between $8.99 and $13.99 without 
insurance. Colleen Wegman, pres-
ident of the grocery store chain, 
said if the next three months go 
well, the company may offer the 
benefits permanently. 
College appoints director
of Public Safety Offi ce
Th e Offi  ce of Public Safety has 
named Terri Stewart as its new direc-
tor to succeed Robert Holt, who will 
be taking on a new role working with 
the college’s public safety offi  cers on 
special weapons and tactics training. 
Stewart served as the fi rst direc-
tor of public safety and chief of po-
lice at Trinity University in Wash-
ington D.C. since 2005. Stewart 
started her campus law enforcement 
career as a public safety offi  cer and 
communications specialist at Syra-
cuse University. She later served 
as deputy chief of police at Texas 
Southern University. 
 
Local volunteers needed
to help disabled taxpayers
The IRS Volunteer Program is 
looking for volunteers to provide 
free tax assistance to taxpayers 
with disabilities or who are non-
English speakers. 
Th e volunteer groups off er free 
electronic tax fi ling and all the 
materials needed to prepare and 
electronically fi le basic income tax 
returns, such as Forms 1040EZ, 
1040A and 1040. 
Volunteers are also needed to 
organize sites, instruct classes, re-
view returns prepared, greet cus-
tomers, provide publicity and per-
form clerical duties. 
Tax assistance is provided at lo-
cal schools, churches, libraries and 
community centers.
For more information, contact 
the IRS Volunteer Program Coordi-
nator at 716-686-4777 or by e-mail 
at spec.buff alo@irs.gov. 
Spring semester welcomes
new dining hall options
New dining hall developments 
for the upcoming semester will in-
clude Webfood, an online ordering 
system that allows students, faculty 
and staff  to order food online from 
La Vincita in IC Square. 
Webfood was launched in 2000 
by a group of Cornell University 
students looking for a faster way 
to order meals from campus res-
taurants and is used by institutions 
across the country. 
To place an order at Webfood, 
visit www.ithaca.webfood.com.
Th e new developments will 
also include Pacifi c Traders, which 
serves Asian cuisine, at the IC 
Square food court, and new op-
tions at the Vegan Grill in the 
Campus Center Dining Hall. 
Student discounts offered
to celebrate the new year
Th e Finger Lakes Environmental 
Film Festival celebrates the new year, 
the inauguration of a new president of 
the United States and the next genera-
tion of cinephiles with a special rate 
on student festival passes at $20.09.
To receive the 38 percent dis-
count, students must show their 
student IDs when purchasing FL-
EFF passes. Student festival passes 
usually sell for $32.50. Students 
from any college, university, high 
school, middle school or elemen-
tary school with ID are eligible. 
Th is off er expires on Jan. 31. Passes 
can be purchased at the Ithaca College 
Bookstore and at Cinemapolis and 
Fall Creek.
Local organization seeks 
donations to help animals 
Th e Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals will be accept-
ing donations from noon to 5 p.m. 
every day except Wednesday and 
will be open until 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Th ursdays at the Dorothy and 
Roy H. Park Pet Adoption Center.
Th e organization is looking 
for several items such as canned 
dog and cat food, dog treats, pea-
nut butter and squeeze cheese
in a can. 
Th ere has been a sudden drop in 
donations, and supplies to help ani-
mals are running low because of the 
poor economy. 
Items may be dropped off  at the 
Dorothy and Roy H. Park Pet Adop-
tion Center at 1640 Hanshaw Road 
during regular business hours or 
left in the donation bins in front of 
the building.  
The Adoption Center is open 
from noon to 5 p.m. every day. 
Nation&World
College&City
Cries for change
Protesters wave the Bulgarian national fl ag during an anti-government protest yesterday in front 
of the Bulgarian parliament building in the capital Sofi a. Bulgarians are demanding that their 
government resign because of alleged corruption and deepening economic crisis. 
PETAR PETROV/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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BY ERIN GEISMAR
EDITOR IN CHIEF
By 10 a.m. on the fi rst day of the new semester 
there were already 22 appointments scheduled at 
the Hammond Health Center. It would be a typical 
day, according to David Newman, director of the 
health center, which has 20,000 visits every year.
On the Ithaca College campus, all 20,000 of those 
visits are covered by health insurance, either off ered 
by the college or private, but Newman said that fi g-
ure is not representative of the health care industry 
as a whole. About 30 percent of Americans between 
the ages of 19 and 29 do not have health insurance, 
according to Th e Commonwealth Fund, an organi-
zation that promotes health policy reform. 
At the college, all students are required to have 
health insurance. Only about one third of students 
use the group insurance off ered by the college, said 
Sherri Steurer, the insurance coordinator for the col-
lege. She said the rest are covered by private insur-
ance, typically their parents’ policy. 
In the majority of those cases, students lose both 
of those insurance options upon graduation. With 
luck, students will fi nd employment with benefi ts, 
but in a recession it’s likely that students will be un-
insured for a period of time, Newman said. Th ere 
are other options – possibly including Medicaid or 
programs designed to extend family insurance for a 
period of time – but not very good ones, he said.
“Purchasing health insurance on one’s own is vir-
tually unaff ordable for most people,” Newman said. 
“And Medicaid is such a broken system that it often 
makes it more rather than less diffi  cult to fi nd care.”
But the government is paying attention. In his 
State of the State address earlier this month, New 
York Gov. David Paterson proposed a plan that 
would raise the age a dependent can be covered by 
their family’s health insurance from 19 to 29. If the 
plan is adopted, New York would be the twenty-fi fth 
state to increase the dependency age in the past few 
years, according to Th e Commonwealth Fund.
“It can only make things better,” Newman said. 
“For a country that considers itself the leader of the 
free world, we are behind in providing health care.”
Senior Corey Bechtle has seen the disparity 
fi rsthand through internships in the industry. Th e 
physical therapy major is currently interning at Uni-
ty Hospital in Rochester for six weeks and interned 
at a physical therapy clinic during the summer. She 
said having to watch patients walk away from the 
clinic untreated because the facility couldn’t aff ord 
to accept Medicaid, or because the patient couldn’t 
aff ord to pay for insurance at all, broadened the issue 
of coverage for her.
“Th e system really cheats people out of care,” 
Bechtle said. “I don’t think that students realize that as 
soon as you’re done with college, you’re just cut off .” 
Currently, New York state law does not require 
employers to cover dependents past the age of 18, or 
22 if the dependent attends college. Paterson’s pro-
posed legislation would extend the insurance cover-
age at the cost of the family. Th e plan also proposes an 
expansion of the federal government program Fam-
ily Health Plus, which would expand the program to 
200 percent of the federal poverty level, making more 
than 400,000 New Yorkers eligible for coverage.
“We may need to strategically remove the barri-
ers so that every New Yorker that is eligible for pub-
lic health benefi ts will receive them,” Paterson said.
According to his proposal, the program would 
be funded with a part of the $30 billion of savings the 
state has already achieved in the Medicaid program, 
which is publicly funded. Stewart Auyash, associate 
professor of health promotion and physical educa-
tion at the college, said the state saved the money 
and is now asking the federal government to give it 
back in order to cover even more people. But it’s still 
a large sum, he said.
Frank Musgrave, professor of economics at the 
college, said when the government expands the pov-
erty rate to cover the “near poor,” who might be able 
to aff ord their own insurance anyway, it loads the 
cost onto federal and state budgets with an infl ation-
ary impact on the rising generation of taxpayers.
“When you double the poverty level it extends 
the entitlement notion to many, many people,” he 
said. “Even though it’s nice to think about those 
things, at some point somebody’s got to come up 
with the bucks.”
Newman said beyond more coverage, health 
care could just benefi t from a simpler system.
“We have an almost impenetrably complex sys-
tem of health care,” he said. “It’s very challenging to 
think about how that all works.”
Newman said most students don’t worry about 
health insurance until they are forced to – but most 
20-somethings stay in relatively good health.
“But if we suddenly get ill, then all of a sudden 
you’re brought face to face with reality of having to 
pay for medical care,” he said. “It would be nice if we 
had a simpler system.”
BY JACKIE PALOCHKO
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
Wendy Travis, former assistant 
director of conference and events 
services at Ithaca College, was sen-
tenced Jan. 9 with six months jail 
time, fi ve-years probation and a 
quarter-million dollars in restitution 
for stealing approximately $371,000 
from the college in a span of 
seven years.
Dave Maley, associate director 
of media relations, said though the 
college is satisfi ed that Travis will 
serve jail time and a restitution, 
Travis could have faced more con-
sequences for her crime.
“We would have liked to 
have seen longer jail time,” he 
said. “We don’t believe the res-
titution amount is as high as the 
total amount that she stole from 
the college.”
According to Maley, Tomp-
kins County Judge John Rowley 
set the restitution amount at 
$286,632.66. Maley said the res-
titution also does not take into 
account the costs accrued by 
the college at the investigation.
Maley said the college and 
the district attorney’s office did 
not expect the restitution to be 
as high as the total amount Tra-
vis was accused of stealing.
“It would be diffi  cult to prove 
in court each and every dollar 
that we believed she was respon-
sible for stealing,” Maley said.
Travis was arrested 
Nov. 15, 2007, on suspicion of 
theft after NOVA, a fi nancial 
services provider for the col-
lege, reported it found irregular 
refund transactions in July 2007 
to Travis’ credit cards in her ac-
count records. Travis was fi red 
July 26. Court records obtained 
by Th e Ithacan in November 2007 
reported Travis transacted col-
lege funds to her credit cards for 
personal gain. According to the 
court documents, Travis was au-
thorized to use college procure-
ment cards intended for acquir-
ing goods and services for the 
college only.
Further investigation by Grant 
Th orton, LLP, the college’s audit-
ing fi rm, found suspicious fi nan-
cial transactions that Travis had 
access to since 2000.
Maley said in November 2007 
that no individual has ever been 
suspected of misappropriating 
this large of a sum at the college. 
The Tompkins County Court 
said Travis gave the college a 
check for $167,000 before her 
sentencing Jan. 9 as part of the 
restitution. Maley said it was 
agreed upon that Travis would 
provide the check the day of 
the sentencing.
According to the court, Travis 
will pay the remainder of the res-
titution — about $119,000 — at a 
5 percent interest rate during her 
fi ve-year probation period. 
Th e Ithaca Journal reported 
that Travis apologized in court 
Jan. 9.
“Th ere’s no excuse for what I 
did, and I know I need to pay for 
it,” she said.
The Office of Public Safety 
and Nancy Pringle, vice presi-
dent and general counsel of 
legal affairs at the college, de-
ferred comment. Travis’ phone 
was disconnected.
Governor to propose health care expansion Ex-employee 
sentenced 
for stealing
BY DAVID DURRETT
SENIOR WRITER
With the number of students 
down in the class of 2012 and under-
enrollment expected to continue, the 
college is looking to hire a vice presi-
dent of enrollment to help the college 
recruit and retain students.
Th e position replaces that of the 
dean of enrollment, and will report 
directly to the President Tom Rochon. 
Th e position has been open since the 
former dean of enrollment, Larry 
Metzger, passed away last September.
According to Carl Sgrecci, vice 
president of fi nance and administra-
tion, other fi nalists will be visiting 
during January, but no date for a fi nal 
hiring decision has been set.
Kathleen Rountree, provost and 
vice president for academic aff airs, 
said the vice president for enrollment 
would be responsible for recruiting 
students, managing fi nancial aid and 
sitting on the president’s cabinet.
“It will integrate our decision mak-
ing, our decisions about programs, 
our decisions about activities and our 
decisions about admissions,” she said. 
“It will ensure that they are made by 
considering the needs and interests of 
all the parties and individuals.”
Th e college’s enrollment cov-
ers 93 percent of its operating bud-
get. Sgrecci said 5,948 students at-
tended the college last academic 
year, and around 5,770 students are 
now attending.
As a result of the lower enrollment 
and a more than 30 percent decline 
in endowment in the last six months, 
the college’s vice presidents reduced 
their operating budgets for this year 
by $4 million in total expenses. 
Rountree said the college was tak-
ing steps to increase enrollment, such 
as paying presidents’ hosts to increase 
the quality of the tours, off ering more 
fi nancial aid and allowing early deci-
sion applications for freshmen who 
apply in fall 2009.
Roberto Noya, former dean of en-
rollment at Lafayette College, was the 
fi rst of three candidates. He spoke on 
“Successful Enrollment Strategies in a 
Challenging Environment” on Jan. 12 
in Emerson Suites.
Noya said in his address that the 
college needed someone to empha-
size its distinguishing aspects in order 
to set itself apart from other colleges.
“What you’re talking about, a lot 
of schools are bragging about,” he said 
of the college. “You did not show you 
were much better than them, and they 
didn’t show they were much better 
than you.”
Th e second candidate to visit 
campus, Eric McGuire, associate vice 
president for enrollment management 
at Franklin and Marshall College, 
spoke on the same topic Tuesday in 
Clark Lounge.
McGuire cited a study done by the 
Western Interstate Commission for 
Higher Education, a 15-state research 
coalition that concluded that appli-
cant pools peaked last year and will 
continue to decline until 2015, while 
minority applications should rise 
across the nation.
 McGuire said in order to deal with 
these trends, the college would need 
to identify its core competencies and 
defi ne its “market niche” and brand.
McGuire said a vice president of 
enrollment must  evaluate what works 
to recruit and retain students and 
work with the college as a whole.
“I really view the role of vice presi-
dent be to be involved at the institu-
tional level,” he said. “But also being 
involved rolling up the sleeves and be-
ing involved in tactics.”
Noya said a vice president who re-
ported to the president and met with 
other vice presidents would be able 
to best serve the college by asking the 
right questions and by providing the 
necessary information to help other 
departments make the right choices.
“A lot of these questions I ask are not 
for enrollment management to answer, 
it’s for the college to answer,” he said.
Plans for the third fi nalist’s visit 
have not yet been announced. 
Enrollment vice president 
candidates visit campus
From left, senior Steven Warchocki and freshman Megan Stover wait Tuesday in the waiting room at the 
Hammond Health Center. Many college students will be left without insurance when they graduate.
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The second candidate for vice president of enrollment, Eric McGuire of Franklin 
and Marshall College, speaks to faculty and staff Tuesday in Clark Lounge.
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Edmondson, professor of African 
and Caribbean politics and in-
ternational relations at Cornell 
University’s Africana studies and 
research center, as well as music by 
the Ithaca children’s choirs and lo-
cal musicians.
Th roughout the afternoon, 
more students attended the discus-
sions and fi lm screenings.
“[About] 120 people were in a 
room designed for 50,” Mohlen-
hoff  said of the fi rst fi lm screening 
and discussion held in Klingenstein 
Lounge. “Th ey were crammed in 
there like sardines.”
Th e fi rst fi lm, which was hosted 
by the Finger Lakes Environmental 
Film Festival and the environmen-
tal studies program, was focused 
on race and how it was used to dis-
criminate in the war on drugs. 
Freshman Stephanie Krom-
hout, an MLK Scholar, said the 
fi lm and discussion illustrated key 
problems in society today.
“Th e facts and the apparent rac-
ism was hard to miss,” she said. 
Stations of Progress wrapped 
up the day’s facilitated discussions, 
giving students the chance to dis-
cuss topics related to issues we face 
today, such as Proposition 8 and 
the role of race in the election. 
Freshman DeAsia Gilmer, an 
MLK Scholar, discussed what she 
and others would like to see hap-
pen during Obama’s fi rst 100 days 
in offi  ce pertaining to the economy, 
health care reform and poverty.
Th e Student Leadership Con-
sultants of the offi  ce of student en-
gagement and the MLK Scholars 
led these discussions and fi nished 
with the documentary “King” from 
the History channel. 
MLK Day ended with a Cel-
ebration Concert. Th e Amani 
Gospel singers, the Ithaca College 
Chorus and the Ithaca College 
Wind Ensemble performed along 
with several faculty members and 
instrumental groups. Th ere were 
also readings from actual slave nar-
ratives and excerpts from King’s 
speech at Memphis. Th e music and 
readings combined to celebrate 
King and not only his accomplish-
ments, but the accomplishments of 
the whole civil rights movement.
Freshman Mamuyan Jones, a 
member of the Amani Gospel sing-
ers, said the way the Amani Gos-
pel singers and the Ithaca Chorus 
came  together as a group of people, 
no matter the color of their skin, 
showed King’s beliefs.
“At the end of the day, the main 
point is that we will overcome our 
diff erences,” Jones said.
Gilmer said King knew he might 
not be around to see diff erences 
overcome in the form of the election 
of America’s fi rst black president.
 “All the hard work the civil 
rights leaders put into [the civil 
rights movement] is fi nally paying 
off ,” she said.
Rawlins said he hopes students 
take what they have learned from 
MLK Day and intertwine it with 
what is learned in the classroom.
“We do hope the students take 
[King’s message] beyond today 
because if they kept it at today, it 
doesn’t really mean anything,” Raw-
lins said. “King wanted his message 
to last past his lifetime.”
Service day 
celebrates 
life of King
Israel trips rewarding despite confl ict
more attached to it on a personal level,” she said. 
“Now when I see the stories on TV it will be a lot 
more meaningful and I will actually pay more at-
tention.” 
Freshman Jeff rey Schnabolk went to Israel two 
days after the fi rst attack but said he felt safe. He said 
he felt even safer after learning that New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg came to Israel to speak. 
“I’m happy Israel fi nally took action,” he said. “It 
was also nice to see Mayor Bloomberg come to Tel 
Aviv so quickly.”
Schnabolk said he saw many protestors in Jerusa-
lem and could feel the tension. He said soldiers were 
everywhere with guns, and everyone was aware of 
their surroundings.
“It’s important to go there and give your support,” 
he said. “People as young as 18 are getting called into 
the army all the time.”
Cornell sophomore Rachel Fogel went to Israel 
during winter break with Blueprint Negev, a Jewish 
National Fund trip that focused on doing commu-
nity service in diff erent parts of the country. 
“I wanted to get back to Israel and I wanted to 
do something nontraditional, so I found this pro-
gram,” she said. 
In order to participate in this 10-day trip, Fo-
gel raised $950 for Sderot, a heavily bombed area 
of Israel. Th e money went toward building indoor 
playgrounds with bomb shelters. 
“Being there during these events made it extra 
rewarding because some of the people we were ac-
tually helping out were in the south where a lot of 
people were being aff ected,” Fogel said.
She said life went on in these areas, and people 
were grateful for what students were doing.
According to Th e Associated Press, Israel had 
withdrawn the bulk of its forces from Gaza by 
Tuesday evening, coinciding with the inaugura-
tion in Washington of Barack Obama as president. 
However, the temporary cease-fi re remained shaky. 
Israel’s air force struck a Gaza mortar squad after it 
shelled Israel, the military said.
Th ough students may have been visiting during a 
time of war, Goldberg said she was glad she went. 
“Many people we met on the trip thanked us for 
coming during such a bad time,” Goldberg said. “It 
was like a personal compliment for them that even 
though we knew there was a confl ict we still came 
anyway because we wanted to visit.”
crowds and heightened security, had 
to settle for a spot on the parade route. 
When Obama’s voice came over the 
loudspeakers, she said the crowds 
went crazy.
“People were screaming, and they 
were like, ‘Tell ’em Barack!’” she said.
Obama was elected to offi  ce on a 
day when a record number of Ameri-
cans felt a pull to the polls. Exit polls 
showed the highest voter turnout in 
four decades. Th ose under the age of 
30 accounted for more than half of the 
overall increase. 
Th e youth vote was mobilized in 
part by a strong aversion to the war 
and a desire to keep the current ad-
ministration’s policies from carrying 
to another term, Donald Beachler, 
associate professor of politics, said. 
Th ese sentiments started to show 
their strength in the 2004 election 
when young voters came out to the 
tune of 19.4 million — an increase of 
7 percent over the previous election. 
Th is year, the additional 3.4 million 
young people, who voted overwhelm-
ingly for Obama, were decisive in the 
outcome of the election. 
Marty Brownstein, associate pro-
fessor of politics, said Obama’s sense 
of youth, approach to foreign policy 
and use of new media in campaigning 
all appealed to young voters.
“As people were gathering in 
Washington [for the inauguration], 
you could see the glowing faces, many 
of them young, many of them fresh 
to politics,” Brownstein said. “I don’t 
think in my lifetime — which includes 
the Kennedys — I’ve seen a mobiliza-
tion of young voters like this.”
Ryan Reynolds, co-president of 
IC Democrats, said the organization 
saw fi ve times more members during 
the fall semester, as students began to 
back Obama.
“Our generation in particular sees 
everything going on and sees our fu-
ture as a question mark,” he said. “Th is 
election was our decision as to where 
to go with our future.”
Obama now faces the daunt-
ing challenges of a sinking economy 
and a war — crises most feel he is fi t 
to undertake. 
According to a recent Gallup poll, 
65 percent of Americans are confi dent 
in Obama’s ability to be a good lead-
er. Another survey shows that most 
believe he will accomplish 13 of his 
16 major campaign promises, most 
specifi cally in regards to domestic is-
sues such as conditions for poor and 
minorities, unemployment, education 
and the environment.
During a Nov. 7 press conference, 
he said top priorities also include 
creating new jobs and extending un-
employment insurance benefi ts, and 
yesterday he spent his fi rst day in of-
fi ce meeting with advisers to discuss 
an economic stimulus plan, according 
to Th e Associated Press.  
“We must also remember that 
the fi nancial crisis is increasingly 
global and requires a global re-
sponse,” he said.
Obama has also promised to with-
draw U.S. troops from Iraq over the 
next 16 months, according to Th e As-
sociated Press. But in the face of wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan and what is 
being called the largest economic cri-
sis since the Great Depression, Ameri-
cans are showing patience.
“Th e mess that he’s inherited is 
going to take longer than one term 
to fi x,” Chris Lobiglao of Ithaca said. 
“If he was able to just repeal a lot of 
the stuff  that Bush did, in my opinion, 
that’s a victory.”
As Obama moves into the fi rst 
days of his presidency, one thing is 
for certain — many new voters have 
the memory of this historic election 
stamped into their political conscious-
ness, a memory that could have strong 
eff ects on their future voting. 
Before this election, Murawski said 
she never really followed politics.
“I never really thought, ‘What 
is our president doing today?’” she 
said. “But with Obama in offi  ce I 
want to start to follow it more. Ev-
eryone’s really excited to see what 
he can do.”
Many students said they hope 
the new sense of political fervor will 
continue once this election fades 
into the past and America’s chal-
lenges continue to sit at the fore-
front. While some are skeptical, 
many said they felt an enthusiasm 
unmatched in previous elections 
—  an enthusiasm that they plan to 
hold onto.
“Our generation [is] one of change 
and we’re one to realize how much we 
have progressed but [also] how much 
more we can progress,” senior Lily 
Bailey said.
Obama faces campaign promises
Muslim and Jewish Israelis hold photos and papers with names of the deceased to protest confl ict in the 
Gaza strip on Jan. 10 in Jaffa, Israel. Violence that erupted in the area affected many students’ trips.
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Senior Ashley Morris claps with other members of the campus community Tuesday in Emerson Suites as she views a 
screening of Obama’s presidential inauguration. More than a thousand students fi lled Emerson Suites for the event.
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“I never really thought, 
‘What is our president 
doing today?’ But with 
Obama in offi  ce I want 
to start to follow it more. 
Everyone’s really excited 
to see what he can do.”
—Junior Krystina Murawski 
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Th e Student Government Associa-
tion is dealing with unexpectedly low 
funding for student organizations this 
semester as a result of the amount of 
funds allocated during the fall semes-
ter and a budget cut.
SGA was required to cut 4 per-
cent from its $405,000 budget in the 
middle of the semester, according to 
Russell Martin, assistant director of 
the Center for Student Leadership and 
Involvement. Martin said the change 
was consistent with budget cuts in all 
campus departments.
Th e group kept $20,000 for its own 
operations and the rest to allocate to 
campus organizations but was sur-
prised to be left with just $20,000 to 
allocate this semester. 
Last semester the SGA budget 
committee allocated $381,913 to 
137 organizations, according to Bri-
an Keefe, vice president of business 
and fi nance.
Keefe said the tightened budget 
along with the current fi nancial crisis 
will help student organizations be-
come more aware of how they spend 
their money.
“Th e money we have left is less 
than people would expect it to be,” 
Keefe said. “Student organizations 
need to be careful how they spend 
their money [and] the money that 
they ask for. Th ey should know exactly 
what they are going to need and where 
they are going to buy it.”
Despite budget changes, SGA is 
still pushing forward and working to 
improve in any way it can to become 
a better campus organization.
“Th e organization will defi nitely 
do its best in planning events, despite 
shortage of funds,” senior, Edward 
Lemonier, vice president of communi-
cations for SGA, said.
Members of SGA plan to con-
tinue working on its Strategic Plan-
ning Committee, which last semester 
worked to analyzed ways to improve 
SGA so that it could more effi  ciently 
serve the student body.  
Th rough events ranging from a 
spring fashion show and meetings in 
public places to new committees aimed 
at addressing student concerns, the or-
ganization also hopes to continue to be 
more accessible and unite students.
For the fi rst time, SGA will spon-
sor the college’s 2009 fashion show 
March 31 in Emerson Suites.
Clothing will be modeled by stu-
dents and supplied from shops down-
town and students’ own craftwork.
Lemonier said the fashion show, 
which was sponsored by the Offi  ce 
of Academic Aff airs last year, is a 
way to promote SGA and bring 
students together.
 “It allows students to apply their 
skills to an event that requires a lot of 
teamwork and cooperation, while also 
promoting SGA as an organization,” 
Lemonier said. “Th is ultimately makes 
the SGA more diverse in that we not 
only represent the student body’s in-
terests, but we plan entertaining events 
that appeal to the student body.”
In hopes to bring the campus 
community together, SGA will begin 
holding meetings in areas other than 
Taughannock Falls meeting room, 
such as IC Square or the library. Lem-
onier said SGA hopes to increase 
student involvement by conducting 
meetings across campus.
“[It] will allow students to see what 
actually takes place during SGA meet-
ings,” Lemonier said. “Th is will serve 
as a means of checks and balance since 
the organization will be in front of the 
public eye.”  
Senior Cornell Woodson, presi-
dent of SGA, said he is looking for-
ward to implementing the Off -Cam-
pus Student Advisory Committee 
into SGA. Th e committee will help 
students living off  campus by assisting 
them in dealing with issues concerning 
their landlords.
“If you choose to live off  campus, 
then you’re dealing with the town of 
Ithaca,” Woodson said. 
Woodson said the committee 
would create lasting relationships be-
tween members of the town and stu-
dents at the college.
Kevin Fish, a sophomore senator 
for SGA, said the improvements found 
by the committee will be proposed 
within the next couple of weeks, and 
he said he hopes they get approved by 
the senate. Th ese changes will begin 
this year and continue through to next 
year’s executive board.
“Th is committee worked all fall 
semester critically analyzing SGA, 
the constitution and the roles of the 
senators, the vice presidents and the 
president,” Fish said. “It really has the 
potential to reshape the face of SGA.”
Some changes that can already be 
seen are in the way the organization is 
handling the transition from this year’s 
executive board to next year’s executive 
board. SGA has pushed elections for 
the new board up a week, so that the 
new board can see the way the meet-
ings are run and prepare for next fall.
Lemonier said SGA hopes eff orts 
to strengthen the organization and 
to plan events that bring the college 
community together will motivate 
students to participate in SGA and 
take advantage of the opportunities 
provided to them. 
“All of these strategies are impor-
tant because they will positively con-
tribute to the manner in which Ithaca 
College, as a community, functions,” 
Lemonier said. “Th e SGA serves as the 
voice of the student body, a voice that 
administration can hear and will make 
changes for.”
SGA looks to increase campus presence for spring
Student Government Association Senate Chair Sarah Garcia and President Cornell Woodson sit at an SGA meet-
ing last semester in Taughannock Falls meeting room. With a smaller budget SGA plans to encourage frugality.
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Residents of Coddington Road are sat-
isfied after plans to expand the road were 
dropped, marking the end of a nearly year-
long battle between community members 
and Tompkins County.
Th e project, which was fi rst proposed in 
early 2005 by the Tompkins County Legisla-
ture, sought to widen Coddington Road by 
7 feet to provide 5-foot-wide bike lanes for 
each lane and widen the car lanes by 2 feet. In 
order to be constructed, the road would have 
permanently expanded onto 60 properties on 
the road and temporarily onto 20 more.
Last March, 14 residents sued Tompkins 
County to prevent the expansion of Codding-
ton Road into individuals’ property without 
compensation. In April, a county judge ruled 
in favor of Coddington residents in their law-
suit, and the county subsequently appealed 
the judge’s decision, which was denied by the 
Appellate Division of the New York State Su-
preme Court on Jan. 7. 
Represented by lawyers Mary Russell and 
Mahlon Perkins, the lawsuit said the county 
had not proved that it had the 50-foot right 
of way to expand the road without being re-
quired to compensate the property owners. 
Th ey contended that it had not properly con-
ducted an Environmental Impact Assessment, 
as the review they had presented did not ex-
plore the extent of the environmental impact.
Russell said the proposal to include bike 
lanes would not make the road safer for cy-
clists or pedestrians because it did not include 
stop signs, and she said the wider lanes would 
cause drivers to speed.
“They’re proposing more access for 
bikes and pedestrians, but at the same time, 
they’re also proposing to make the road 
faster,” she said.
Tom Pfaff, associate professor of math-
ematics at Ithaca College and a resident 
of Coddington Road, said the lawsuit was 
straightforward and only involved present-
ing evidence from both sides.
“The county had their documents on 
what they considered their environmental 
review, and we had the law,” he said.
Robert Mulvey, the county judge who 
presided over the case, ruled against the 
county in April 2008. He reasoned that the 
county did not have right of way access to 
land that it had not maintained and that its 
Environmental Impact Assessment did not 
take “a hard look at the environmental im-
pacts of the project.”
Perkins said he was pleased with the rul-
ing, and said Mulvey and the appellate court 
were lawful in making their decisions.
“Nobody wants their property taken with-
out due process, and people have a right to 
insist that government at all levels follows the 
law when it comes to reviewing potential im-
pacts of the environment,” he said.
The county, wanting a definition for its 
right of way, appealed to the Appellate Divi-
sion of the New York State Supreme Court, 
which upheld Mulvey’s ruling.
Jonathan Wood, who represented the 
county in the lawsuit, said the county would 
not attempt any further appeal and would 
abide by the appellate court’s guidelines.
Perkins said the county could not claim 
land based on surveying maps and deeds, 
as it had in the suit. He said the county only 
had the right to the 10-foot-wide road and 
5-foot-wide shoulder on each side of the 
road’s center line. The road currently has 
10-foot lanes and 3-foot gravel shoulders.
Pfaff  said as a resident, he saw the widened 
road as a waste of taxpayer money, aestheti-
cally unpleasing and inappropriate for a com-
munity with older people and children.
“What kind of road fi ts everybody’s needs?” 
he said. “It’s certain you don’t put superhigh-
ways down for all communities. It’s an issue of 
aesthetics and safety and all that.”
Pfaff said a smaller road expansion could 
avoid some of the financial, economic and 
legal disputes involved in the issue.
“Th ere’s now a win-win situation where 
they build a smaller road, and they won’t have 
to buy property from residents,” he said.
Russell said it was regrettable that citi-
zens had to intervene.
“The county was not following the law,” 
she said. “It was unfortunate that it took a 
lawsuit to force it to follow the rules.”
Rich DePaolo, councilman for the town 
of Ithaca, said the case could serve as a prec-
edent for future cases concerning roadwork 
and would lead to projects being evaluated 
based on the character of the neighbor-
hoods that are affected rather than being 
done on a “cookie-cutter” basis.
“[This case] could mark the beginning of 
an amicable resolution of a particular issue 
or mark the beginning of what I would have 
to think would be a firestorm of community 
opposition,” he said.
Road expansion turned down
Tom Pfaff, associate professor of mathematics, stands last spring outside of his Coddington Road 
home. Pfaff and 14 other residents fi led a lawsuit against the county to preserve the road.
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Learn to do it all 
at The Ithacan. 
We’ll teach you.
Writing on 
deadline
Reporting
Designing pages
Shooting video
Blogging
Copy editing
Selling ads
Taking pictures
Making photo 
galleries
Writing reviews
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A college education is no longer on the 
other side of the bars for some prisoners. 
Inmates at local correctional facilities now 
have the opportunity to earn college credit 
because of programs such as the Cornell 
Prison Education Program.
Cornell University has teamed up with 
the Sunshine Lady Foundation and Cayuga 
County Community College to off er classes 
for inmates in both the Auburn and Cayuga 
correctional facilities. 
Th e start of classes at the facilities marks 
the fi rst year that the program has been 
launched with the possibility of earning an 
associate’s degree.
The new program will offer 11 classes 
at the Auburn Correctional Facility and 
one at the Cayuga Correctional Facility, 
taught by volunteer Cornell faculty and 
graduate students.
According to James Schechter, execu-
tive director of the Cornell Prison Educa-
tion Program, the Cayuga County Commu-
nity College makes it possible for inmates 
to earn degrees because the college confers 
the degree even though Cornell volunteers 
teach classes.
“Th ey’ll still get Cornell transcripts and 
Cornell credit, but they’ll just be essentially 
transferring that into the community col-
lege,” he said.
In order to be accepted into the program, 
the inmates either have to already hold a high 
school diploma or a G.E.D. Inmates also take 
an assessment exam to determine if they are 
ready for the courses.
If an inmate doesn’t do well on the exam, 
there are other options available. According 
to Schechter, there are approximately 30 in-
mates taking classes for their associate’s de-
gree, while some are just taking a four-credit 
course, and others are taking college prepa-
ratory classes. 
After receiving funding from the Sun-
shine Lady Foundation in late December, 
Schechter said the program has grown and 
now off ers a greater range of classes avail-
able for the inmates to take. 
Inmates can also freely take classes ranging 
from philosophy to law to genetic sciences, as 
well as the required classes for the 62 credit 
hours needed for an associate’s degree at Ca-
yuga County Community College. 
“In some respects it’s a matter of dollars 
and cents, but it’s also a good time because 
people within corrections and the New York 
State Department of Correctional Services 
are increasingly recognizing the importance 
of education,” Schechter said.
Erik Kriss, director of Public Information 
at the Department of Correctional Services, 
said it is the department’s job to rehabilitate 
inmates and ready them to re-enter society. 
Off ering the chance to earn a college degree 
is just one way to do this, he said.
“We found that an inmate who gets a col-
lege degree is much more employable and 
much better prepared to go back to being 
productive and responsible citizens,” Kriss 
said. “We encourage higher institutions, like 
Cornell, to come into our institutions and 
teach our inmates.”
Norman Johnson, an associate profes-
sor of theater arts at Ithaca College, taught 
“Introduction to Acting” at the Auburn Cor-
rectional Facility last summer with a faculty 
member from Cornell. 
Johnson said he hopes to put on a pro-
duction with the same members of his class 
during the second block of this semester.
Johnson said his classes met twice a 
week and helped inmates because it broke 
up their daily routine and gave them some-
thing to look forward to. As a teacher, he 
said he was also surprised at how much 
work the members of the class put into 
their assignments.
“[Th e program is] defi nitely worthwhile 
and valuable,” Johnson said. “Not everybody 
who is in prison is there for life, so they need 
some type of engagement.”
Johnson said education in these facilities 
is important to inmates’ future success.
“You can’t just throw someone some-
place for 10 years and then let them go 
and expect for anything to be a lot diff er-
ent,” he said. “Th ese people are working to 
better themselves.”
According to Kriss, education helps en-
sure inmates don’t return to a correctional 
facility. He said the Department of Cor-
rectional Services has been encouraging 
more foundations, such as the Sunshine 
Lady Foundation, to work with the de-
partment to continue to raise the level of 
inmates’ education.
“It’s still important to prepare the inmates 
to go back and become responsible citizens, 
because if they do, they become tax payers 
and not tax users,” he said. “Th at’s really 
the kind of philosophy of why we do what 
we do.”
Classes in the two correctional facilities 
are now scheduled to start Jan. 26.
Cornell off ers local prisoners
opportunity to earn degrees
Breaking news and multimedia coverage.
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PRISONS IN THE AREA
Inmates at Auburn Correctional Facility, 40 miles from Ithaca, and Cayuga Correctional Facility, 
about 20 miles away, are given the opportunity to earn associate degrees at Cornell University.
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Public Safety Incident Log SELECTED ENTRIES FROM DECEMBER 1 TO DECEMBER 12
KEY
CMC – Cayuga Medical Center
CCV – College Code Violation
DWI – Driving while intoxicated
IFD – Ithaca Fire Department
IPD – Ithaca Police Department
MVA – Motor vehicle accident
RA – Resident assistant
SASP – Student Auxiliary Safety Patrol
V&T – Vehicle and Transportation
DECEMBER 1
UNLAWFUL POSS. OF MARIJUANA
LOCATION: Offi ce of Public Safety
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported fi nding drug 
paraphernalia. One person judicially re-
ferred for unlawful possession of marijua-
na. Master Patrol Offi cer Dirk Hightchew.  
FOUND PROPERTY 
LOCATION: Terrace Road
SUMMARY: Keyless entry key found and 
turned into Public Safety. Unknown owner.
FIRE ALARM 
LOCATION: Terraces
SUMMARY: Fire alarm caused by activated 
smoke detector because of burnt food. Sys-
tem reset. Security Offi cer Peter Wright.
DECEMBER 2
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
LOCATION: Center for Natural Sciences
SUMMARY: Caller reported unknown per-
son caused paint damage to exterior of 
the building. Pending investigation. Mas-
ter Patrol Offi cer Donald Lyke. 
MEDICAL ASSIST/INJURY RELATED
LOCATION: Dillingham Center
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person walked 
into a beam and sustained a head injury. 
Person transported to Hammond Health 
Center. Master Patrol Offi cer Dirk Hightchew. 
DECEMBER 3
LARCENY 
LOCATION: Circle Lot 1
SUMMARY: Person reported unknown 
individual stole cameras, iPod, cash and 
credit cards from a vehicle. Pending inves-
tigation.  Patrol Offi cer Daniel Bechtold. 
V&T DRIVING COMPLAINT
LOCATION: G-Lot
SUMMARY: Caller reported a driving com-
plaint. Pending investigation. Sergeant 
Terry O’Pray. 
CCV/COLLEGE REGULATIONS
LOCATION: West Tower
SUMMARY: One person judicially referred 
for violation of the drug policy. Master Pa-
trol Offi cer Donald Lyke. 
CCV/COLLEGE REGULATIONS
LOCATION: M-Lot
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported a vehicle 
with a fraudulent parking permit. Vehicle 
towed and one person judicially referred 
for violation of college policy. Parking En-
forcement Assistant Maria Parente. 
DECEMBER 4
CCV/DISRUPTIVE EXCESSIVE NOISE
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person climb-
ing on a balcony and ringing the doorbell. 
Three people judicially referred for noise vio-
lations. Master Patrol Offi cer Donald Lyke. 
MEDICAL ASSIST/INJURY RELATED
LOCATION: Fitness Center
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person sus-
tained an accidental knee injury. Medical 
assistance declined. Report taken. Ser-
geant Bill Kerry. 
DECEMBER 5
CCV/IRRESPONSIBLE USE OF ALCOHOL
LOCATION: Lyon Hall
SUMMARY: One person judicially referred 
for irresponsible use of alcohol. Security 
Offi cer Wendy Lewis.
LARCENY 
LOCATION: Fitness Center
SUMMARY: Person reported an unknown 
subject stole a hands-free phone device. 
Pending investigation. Master Patrol Offi cer 
Erik Merlin. 
LARCENY 
LOCATION: Circle Lot 3
SUMMARY: Person reported unknown 
person stole an iPod from a vehicle. 
Pending investigation. Master Patrol Of-
fi cer Donald Lyke. 
CHEMICAL SPILLS 
LOCATION: Center For Health Sciences
SUMMARY: Caller reported a chemical spill. 
A small amount of liquid was contained and 
area was ventilated. Report taken. Environ-
mental Safety Specialist Mark Ross. 
CCV/ACTS OF DISHONESTY 
LOCATION: Campus Center
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported a person 
with a fake ID. One person judicially re-
ferred for personal dishonesty. Sergeant 
Terry O’Pray.
FOUND PROPERTY  
LOCATION: Physical Plant Parking Lot
SUMMARY: Purse found and turned over 
to Public Safety.  
UNLAWFUL POSS. OF MARIJUANA
LOCATION: Terraces
SUMMARY: One person judicially referred 
for unlawful possession of marijuana. In-
vestigator Tom Dunn.
EXPOSURE OF PERSON
LOCATION: L-Lot
SUMMARY: Officer reported a person 
urinating in public. One person judi-
cially referred for indecent conduct. 
Security Officer Peter Wright. 
DECEMBER 6
FIRE ALARM 
LOCATION: Academic Quad
SUMMARY: Caller reported a trash can 
on fi re. Ithaca Fire Department extin-
guished the fi re. Master Patrol Offi cer 
Donald Lyke. 
FOUND PROPERTY  
LOCATION: Campus Center
SUMMARY: Cell phone found and turned 
over to Public Safety. Unknown owner.
FIRE ALARM 
LOCATION: Academic Quad
SUMMARY: Caller reported a trash can 
on fi re. Ithaca Fire Department extin-
guished the fi re. Master Patrol Offi cer 
Donald Lyke. 
UNLAWFUL POSS. OF MARIJUANA
LOCATION: Emerson Hall
SUMMARY: Two people judicially referred 
for unlawful possession of marijuana. In-
vestigator Tom Dunn.
NOISE COMPLAINT 
LOCATION: Circle Lot 10
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported two people 
having a verbal argument. Parties were 
separated. Security Offi cer Peter Wright. 
CCV/UNDERAGE POSS. OF ALCOHOL 
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Three people judicially re-
ferred for underage possession of alco-
hol and noise violation. Security Offi cer 
Peter Wright.
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF 
LOCATION: Terrace Dining Hall
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported unknown per-
son damaged door windows. Pending in-
vestigation. Security Offi cer Peter Wright.
DECEMBER 7
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF 
LOCATION: East Tower
SUMMARY: Caller reported an un-
known person damaged a bulletin 
board. Pending investigation. Sergeant 
Bill Kerry. 
CCV/UNDERAGE POSS. OF ALCOHOL
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Caller reported excessive 
noise and occupants refusing to comply. 
Four people judicially referred for under-
age possession of alcohol and provid-
ing alcohol to minors. Security Offi cer 
Wendy Lewis. 
V&T VIOLATION/DWI 
LOCATION: Circle Lot 6
SUMMARY: Officer reported a three-car 
motor vehicle accident. The operator 
fled the scene on foot. Subject arrest-
ed and issued uniform traffic tickets 
for town of Ithaca court for DWI, BAC 
over 0.08, unsafe backing and leav-
ing the scene of an accident. Person 
was also issued appearance ticket 
for town of Ithaca court for unlawful 
possession of marijuana. Person judi-
cially referred for criminal conduct and 
underage possession of alcohol. Ser-
geant Ronald Hart and Security Officer 
Peter Wright. 
CASE STATUS CHANGE 
LOCATION: Offi ce of Public Safety
SUMMARY: Interview conducted and person 
admitted responsibility to leaving the scene 
of complaint originally reported Dec. 7 in 
Circle Apartment parking lot. Offi cer con-
cluded this “leaving the scene incident” was 
related to a DWI case reported the same 
date. Sergeant Bill Kerry. 
V&T VIOLATION/LEAVING SCENE 
LOCATION: Circle Lot 6
SUMMARY: Caller reported unknown vehicle 
damaged a parked car and left the scene. 
Pending investigation. Sergeant Bill Kerry. 
UNLAWFUL POSS. OF MARIJUANA
LOCATION: Circle Lot 5
SUMMARY: Caller reported fi nding a bag 
of marijuana. Unknown suspect. Pending 
investigation. Investigator Tom Dunn.
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF 
LOCATION: Friends Hall
SUMMARY: Caller reported the window in 
a door was damaged. Pending investiga-
tion.  Sergeant Bill Kerry. 
DECEMBER 8
MEDICAL ASSIST/PSYCHOLOGICAL
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person sent 
message regarding injury to self. Offi cer 
spoke with person involved and conclud-
ed the person was not in danger. Master 
Patrol Offi cer Donald Lyke.
UNLAWFUL POSS. OF MARIJUANA
LOCATION: Hilliard Hall
SUMMARY: Three people judicially re-
ferred for unlawful possession of mari-
juana. Security Offi cer Peter Wright. 
DECEMBER 9
MEDICAL ASSIST/INJURY RELATED
LOCATION: Lower Campus
SUMMARY: Caller reported accidentally 
falling and injuring ankle. Person de-
clined medical assistance. Report taken. 
Patrol Offi cer Jeffrey Austin. 
MEDICAL ASSIST/INJURY RELATED
LOCATION: Circle Lot 10
SUMMARY: Caller reported accidentally 
falling and injuring head and arm. Per-
son declined medical assistance. Report 
taken. Patrol Offi cer Jeffrey Austin. 
V&T DRIVING COMPLAINT  
LOCATION: F-Lot
SUMMARY: Caller reported driver of 
vehicle failed to comply with parking 
attendant and parked in reserved area 
without authorization. Campus sum-
mons issued. Master Patrol Officer
 Dirk Hightchew.
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF 
LOCATION: O-Lot
SUMMARY: Caller reported unknown per-
son scratched a vehicle. Pending investiga-
tion. Master Patrol Offi cer Dirk Hightchew. 
DECEMBER 10
FIRE ALARM 
LOCATION: Terraces
SUMMARY: Fire alarm caused by burnt 
food. System reset. Security Officer 
Peter Wright. 
ACCIDENTAL PROPERTY DAMAGE 
LOCATION: Public Safety Parking Lot
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported accidental 
damage to a vehicle. Report taken. Mas-
ter Patrol Offi cer Dirk Hightchew. 
MEDICAL ASSIST/INJURY RELATED
LOCATION: Upper Quads
SUMMARY: Caller reported acciden-
tally falling, injuring back and damaging 
equipment. Person declined medical as-
sistance. Report taken. Master Patrol Of-
fi cer Dirk Hightchew. 
V&T VIOLATION
LOCATION: R-Lot
SUMMARY: Caller reported unknown 
vehicle struck a parked vehicle, caused 
damage and left the scene. Pending in-
vestigation. Sergeant Ronald Hart. 
SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE
LOCATION: Smiddy Hall
SUMMARY: Call reported unknown person 
may have entered an offi ce. Pending investi-
gation. Operations Manager Steven Yaple.
DECEMBER 12
MVA/PROPERTY DAMAGE  
LOCATION: O-Lot
SUMMARY: Caller reported a car/bus 
property damage. Report taken. Patrol 
Offi cer Jeffrey Austin.  
FOR THE COMPLETE SAFETY LOG, 
go to www.theithacan.org/news
w
Want to place an ad?
Allyson Hotchkin is our new sales manager.
Contact our sales desk at 274-1618.
Deadline is 5 p.m. the Thursday preceding publication.
Visit our Web site at www.theithacan.org 
for more information.
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UNCERTAIN 
CONDITIONS
College graduates face an unsure future 
without the guarantee of health benefi ts 
during current economic cutbacks  
Governor David Paterson recently pro-posed new legislation that could possibly extend health benefi ts to individuals ages 
22 to 29 in New York state. Th ough this is promising 
for many students, it should serve as a motivator for 
others to take a serious look at the looming possibil-
ity of a future without health insurance.
According to Paterson, 31 percent of New York-
ers without insurance are between the ages of 19 
and 29. Most family insurance plans cover children 
until 18, or 22 if they are still in college, leaving 
recent graduates without the safety net of benefi ts 
they once enjoyed, often without even knowing 
what they are.
In the current economic climate, when many 
employers are cutting benefi ts to save on costs, it is 
crucial for all college students to become educated 
in the language of health insurance and available 
options. Currently there are 24 states that have 
raised the dependency age for coverage, but for the 
students who don’t have a bailout, it is even more 
imperative they research their specifi c state’s health 
insurance plans.
It is diffi  cult to think about the future in 
between classes and activities, but everyone from 
fi rst-year students to those preparing for gradua-
tion in May should know how long their parents’ 
insurance will cover them and if that coverage can 
be extended during any further education. Par-
ents can sometimes continue their plans to cover 
recent graduates, but that only lasts for a short 
period of time and is costly. 
Individual states have diff erent thresholds for the 
household income required to fall below the poverty 
line. Know the guidelines for qualifying for public 
health insurance, such as Medicaid, in your home 
state or in states you might move to later in life.
It is a personal right to live without health insur-
ance, but being able to plan for the unexpected can 
help diminish some of the anxiety of life after col-
lege. With the narrowing of the job market and sky-
rocketing cost of medical procedures, living with 
the hope that the need for a prescription or surgery 
will never arise in the future is dangerous. Take this 
time, while still safely covered with health benefi ts, 
to prepare for a time when you might not be.
SERVICE MINDED
MLK Day reminds campus community 
of the importance of volunteering 
and reaching out beyond South Hill
Ithaca College’s observance of MLK Day this year tailored its program to encourage students to volunteer. Th e work of the those who helped 
organize the day is commendable in their eff ort to shift 
the college back to its roots in the community.  In the 
past, community service has been one of the college’s 
platforms. Th ough it is still valued on campus, their 
campus-wide push for students to volunteer has taken 
a back seat to recent initiatives like sustainability. MLK 
Day served as a reminder of the kind of valuable edu-
cation students can get outside of the classroom when 
working with the community.
People are struggling and times are hard. Now, 
more than ever, volunteering is necessary. Return-
ing to emphasize a value that was once one of the 
pillars of the college’s success, and is mutually ben-
efi cial for the community, should continue. Each 
year the college has taken steps toward fi nding the 
best way to celebrate the memory of Martin Luther 
King Jr., and this year’s formula is a sound fi t. 
SPEAK YOUR MIND. Write a letter to the editor ithacan@ithaca.edu250 words or less, e-mailed or dropped off by 5 p.m. Monday in Park 269 
SNAP JUDGMENT
“I WORK IN THE OFFICE OF STUDENT ENGAGEMENT, SO I 
WAS HELPING OUT WITH THE VOLUNTEER SIGN-IN, I’M 
HOSTING A SESSION NOW AND I WILL BE [ATTENDING A 
SESSION] TONIGHT.” 
SARAH HATHAWAY ’09 COMMUNICATION 
MANAGEMENT AND DESIGN 
“I DREW A PICTURE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.” 
PATRICK BARNES ’12 CINEMA 
AND PHOTOGRAPHY
“I WENT ONLINE AND I READ AN UPDATE ARTICLE ON MLK 
BECAUSE THEY SENT ME AN E-MAIL.” 
AARON PORTER ’12 THEATRICAL PRODUCTION 
ARTS AND DESIGN
“ HONESTLY NOTHING, I WOKE UP AND GOT MY BOOKS.” 
MATT BELL ’10 FINANCE
“WELL I GOT UP A LITTLE LATE BECAUSE I WAS TIRED FROM 
THE LONG RIDE HERE BUT, SO FAR, I LOOKED AT MY CALENDAR 
AND SAW THAT IT WAS MLK DAY.” 
SHERAZ IQBAL ’12 EXERCISE SCIENCE
“I SAW PEOPLE I HAD NOT SEEN OVER BREAK.” 
MEG GLASSCO ’12 DRAMA
Historical day
What did you 
do to observe 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day?
ALL OPINIONS EXPRESSED do not necessarily refl ect those of The Ithacan. To write a guest commentary, contact Opinion Editor Lindsey Hollenbaugh at 274-3208.
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. inspired and encouraged us to unite and take action to make our world a better place. As 
young people, you not only have the potential to 
have a signifi cant impact on your local commu-
nity but also to mold and shape the future. Th e 
Corporation for National Service has adopted 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day as an annual day of 
service, echoing his words, “Everybody can be 
great, because everybody 
can serve.” 
Th e Pew Charitable 
Trusts defi nes civic engage-
ment as “individual and 
collective actions designed 
to identify and address 
issues of public concern.” 
In order to strengthen 
communities, we need to 
take intentional actions that 
address true needs. As a college student, are 
you in a position to off er your skills or exper-
tise to a nonprofi t organization? What did you 
do to actively participate as a citizen last year? 
Did you vote? Did you volunteer your time or 
talent? Are you taking the time to work on the 
root causes of problems or simply putting on 
Band-Aids? How is your community stronger 
because of your actions? If you don’t have 
answers to some of these questions, then your 
resolution for the new year is to get involved in 
whatever way moves you personally. 
King believed each person has the power to 
lift himself or herself up, no matter what the 
circumstance. Consider this from two angles: 
mentor and mentee. Find role models or experts 
in the community that you can learn from. As 
the baby boomers retire, not only places of em-
ployment but nonprofi ts will be looking to pass 
on their institutional memories, and they want 
to leave them in sound hands. Listen to and 
learn from your elders. Find a community men-
tor who makes you feel empowered for change. 
Also, many local youth organizations are in need 
of mentors. It is your civic duty to model the 
type of engaged citizen we hope today’s children 
become. Find someone to mentor and share 
your vision for the future. 
In the insulated environment of the cam-
pus it is easy to go to class, eat in the dining 
hall, walk back to your room, update your 
Facebook status, sleep for a few hours, then 
repeat. By doing so, you limit the interac-
tions you have with others that are different. 
Different can mean many things: age, race, 
life experience, social status, etc. You need to 
actively seek out ways that you are building 
a community network for yourself. This can 
be done by heeding King’s advice and serving 
side by side with others as united volunteers. 
Service is the great equalizer, and we all can 
be “great” through service. Through your vol-
unteer work, you will not only be building a 
personal network — you will be bridging gaps 
that eventually will strengthen communities. 
Th is week, America celebrated the inaugura-
tion of the fi rst African-American president. 
President Barack Obama started his historic 
role as our country’s leader by performing an 
act of service on MLK Day with his family, 
encouraging others to do the same. His inaugu-
ral spokesperson said in a statement, “President 
Obama hopes to summon a new spirit of service 
and call on Americans to make a more endur-
ing and active commitment to our communities 
throughout the year, because it is a critical time 
for America to come together to tackle the com-
mon challenges we face.” As a new administra-
tion settles in, how will you fi nd a way to answer 
his call and be an active and engaged citizen for 
the future? Th e choice lies with you. 
DEB MOHLENHOFF is assistant director of commu-
nity service and leadership development. E-mail her 
at dmohlen@ithaca.edu.
Continue legacy of service beyond MLK Day 
“Your college years are the best years of your life.” How many times 
have you heard that one? 
The media might have you be-
lieve that your years in college are 
the highlight 
of your life, 
but to me, this 
is troubling. 
Not only does 
this insinuate 
that our time 
for having fun 
ends once we 
graduate, but 
it silences col-
lege students who aren’t having 
the time of their lives. In fact, ac-
cording to recent surveys, almost 
half of all college students feel so 
depressed at some point in time 
that they report having difficulty 
functioning. Given this statistic, it 
is probably safe to say that either 
you or someone you know has 
felt like this at some point during 
your college years. 
College is a stressful time, and 
I am sure we are all aware of this. 
Not only do students have classes 
to worry about, many students 
have jobs and take part in several 
extracurricular activities. This 
can lead to stress, and without 
healthy ways to deal with it, stu-
dents can become overloaded.  
 By exploring constructive 
ways to relieve stress, students 
can incorporate things such as 
meditation or yoga into their 
daily schedule to help them get 
through stressful times. 
In addition to college itself as 
a cause of stress, stigma regard-
ing mental health issues prevents 
students from seeking help. Many 
people look at mental illness as 
a personal flaw that people just 
need to overcome, rather than a 
health problem that affects many 
people. Students shouldn’t be em-
barrassed about seeking help for a 
mental health problem. Our men-
tal health is just as important as 
our physical health, so we should 
take care of both equally. In order 
to do so, however, it is important 
that we educate ourselves about 
signs of distress so that we can 
help ourselves and help others. 
A marked change in behavior 
is one sign that should raise con-
cern. This can include changes 
in sleeping and eating patterns, 
as well as neglecting personal 
hygiene or taking part in unsafe 
behaviors such as drinking or 
using drugs excessively. A loss of 
interest in activities that used to 
be fun can be an indicator of a 
mental health problem. For exam-
ple, do you have a friend who you 
used to spend a great deal of time 
with, but now never leaves his or 
her room? This behavior should 
raise concern. Another pos-
sible symptom is feeling tired or 
exhausted all the time. Someone 
experiencing this symptom may 
have trouble getting out of bed 
in the morning, instead remain-
ing in bed all day. They may end 
up skipping classes, meetings or 
campus events. This type of be-
havior will only worsen what the 
person is going through, despite 
their avoidance behavior. 
If you notice these signs in a 
friend, do not hesitate to talk to 
him or her. If you notice these 
signs in yourself please con-
sider talking to a trusted friend 
or making an appointment at the 
Counseling Center. Th e Counsel-
ing Center on campus off ers free 
services that students are encour-
aged to use if needed. It might be 
scary to initiate these conversa-
tions about mental health, but 
think about the positive, lasting 
eff ects they can have. By address-
ing these issues now, we can make 
not only our college years more 
enjoyable but also our lives for 
years to come. 
For a full list of signs to look for, 
plus other helpful information, visit 
www.activeminds.org. 
CAITLIN BANGO is a junior psychology 
major and co-president of Active Minds. 
E-mail her at cbango1@ithaca.edu.
Stress levels should be monitored and not ignored 
GUEST COMMENTARY
DEB 
MOHLENHOFF
Choir members of the Ithaca College Amani Gospel Singers performed on Monday at a concert in 
Emerson Suites as part of the college’s celebration and observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN
CAITLIN BANGO
Members of IC Hip Hop help students lower stress levels by teaching 
them to dance at last year’s Stomp Out the Stigma rally in IC Square.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CAITLIN BANGO
The new “Girl” in town
After countless rumors and 
variations, “Gossip Girl” produc-
ers are developing a spin-off  to 
the “hit” CW series. Th e new 
series will reportedly be a prequel, 
chronicling Lily van der Woodsen’s 
escapades in 1980s New York City.
Don’t get me wrong — I love 
Lily. In fact, her husband-cheating, 
secret-baby-having antics are infi -
nitely more entertaining than any 
of the B.S. stirred up by B and S.
But do we seriously need to see 
an entire series centering around 
her on-again-off -again relationship 
with Rufus? Th at’s kind of what 
“Gossip Girl” is for.
Crunching numbers
As colleges and universities 
prepare to release budgets, a new 
study may give students a better 
idea of where their money is going. 
Th e Delta Project examined 
nearly 2,000 private and public 
nonprofi t colleges and universities 
from 2002 to 2006 and discovered 
several trends, including tuition 
hikes fueling increased spending 
instead of bigger budgets for “core 
educational programs.” 
Th e study’s data predates the 
country’s current economic reces-
sion — which would inevitably 
make these trends much worse. 
Th e authors wrote they hope they 
force colleges and universities to 
be more “transparent” with their 
spending, but nothing is likely to 
change unless students start to 
demand some transparency, too.
You be the judge
Th e formerly undefeated and 
No. 12-ranked Ithaca College 
Bombers were beat by their con-
ference rival Rochester Institute 
of Technology on a last-second, 
half-court buzzer beater Jan. 11. 
Sophomore guard Nate Korinchak 
sunk the shot, but as far as I’m con-
cerned, the replay shows that the 
ball was released after the buzzer 
sounded. Check out the video on 
the blog. Was the ball released on 
time? Or like me, do you believe 
the Bombers should still be 14-0? 
No money, mo’ problems
Th e only thing worse than a 
New Year’s Eve party ending in 
shattered glass and a hole in my 
parents’ wall was having my 
Mint.com account laugh in my 
face come 2009. All my sacrifi ces 
were worthless because I drained 
my bank account on Christmakkah 
presents. I don’t mean to sound 
selfi sh, but there are ways to survive 
the holidays without depleting your 
savings — I just broke every rule. 
So in light of all this I have a 
two-part New Year’s resolution: (1) 
Be able to save money through the 
holidays next year, and (2) use that 
money to pay my parents back for 
the damage done to their home.
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BY KAYDI POIRIER
ACCENT EDITOR
While the gorges and parks 
of Ithaca sit dormant in a deep 
winter freeze, virtually devoid of 
visitors, the sixth annual Light in 
Winter festival aims to highlight 
other area attractions with events 
celebrating art and science. 
“We realized there was a great 
opportunity to promote tourism 
in our area in January when we 
don’t have as much happen-
ing around here,”  Light in 
Winter Executive Director 
Marie Sirakos said. “It’s 
not pretty, you can’t go 
to the waterfalls, it’s a 
little chilly.”
Th e festival will 
begin with a conver-
sation about con-
temporary classical 
music tonight at the 
Lost Dog Lounge 
and end Sunday with 
the grand fi nale event, 
“Music of the Spheres,” 
at Cornell University’s 
Bailey Hall.
“Music of the Spheres” 
will include performances 
by Frogwork Consort and 
the Cornell Orchestra, as 
well as a lecture by Cornell 
astronomer Joseph Burns, 
and will incorporate images 
of Saturn taken by the Cassini 
satellite developed at Cornell.
“Tying that all together to 
make some bigger picture is really 
the fun part,” said Barbara Mink, 
founder and artistic director of 
Light in Winter.
Th e “bigger picture” Mink 
aims to paint, with the help 
of Sirakos and a program 
committee, is one of ac-
tive, rather than passive, 
entertainment.
“Th e most exciting 
part of Light in Winter 
is how many people 
now feel that they 
have a right to go 
and listen to a lec-
ture about some 
scientifi c dis-
cipline they 
know nothing about or listen to 
some new music they would never 
go to hear ordinarily,” Mink said. 
“Th ey come away feeling more 
powerful because of it.”
Th is year’s festival includes sev-
eral magic-themed events, includ-
ing a magical writing workshop 
and a performance by magician Jeff  
McBride that will combine panto-
mime, drumming and Kabuki the-
ater at the State Th eatre.
“We didn’t really have a theme 
this year, but it evolved naturally,” 
Mink said. “Of course bringing 
a world-famous illusionist from 
Las Vegas is going to bring magic 
into our weekend. Not many 
people get to see an illusionist, a 
magician of this caliber.”
Mink said when planning for 
the fi rst Light in Winter began 
nearly a decade ago, the creation 
of an arts festival based on what 
she calls “educational tourism” 
seemed like a good way to take 
advantage of some of the natural 
resources of the area, which ex-
tend past just the gorges and the 
beautiful scenery. 
“Some of our biggest resources 
are our educational institutions 
and the very vibrant artistic com-
munity that makes up the fabric 
of Ithaca,” she said.
In its earliest stages, the festival 
was intended to be a classical music 
festival held during the summer, but 
Mink said it became clear a winter 
festival could best fi ll the county’s 
needs and fi t an unusual niche.
“There are so many things 
going on in the summer, it’s 
hard for people to choose,” 
Mink said. “Having it in the 
winter was a bit of a risk, but 
it turns out that a third of the 
people who come travel from 
more than 100 miles away.”
Based on the feedback Mink 
and Sirakos have received, those 
travelers from afar don’t leave 
disappointed. Sirakos said one 
audience member was especially 
aff ected by a dramatic musical rep-
resentation of the moon by NASA 
artist-in-residence Laurie Ander-
son during the 2006 festival.
“Th ey stopped me on the way 
out and just had this dazed look 
on their face and said, ‘My entire 
view of the universe is completely 
diff erent now,’” Sirakos said. “Th at 
truly is our goal. We want our au-
dience to go, ‘Oh, wow.’”
Since the first Light in Win-
ter festival in 2004, Sirakos said 
audiences have grown to num-
bers that are now on par with 
other popular Ithaca festivals, 
such as the Ithaca Festival, 
which is held the first weekend 
in June. She said though tour-
ism growth was more of a sec-
ondary goal of the festival, the 
influx of visitors from outside 
the area for the event has helped 
make Ithaca a destination, even 
in the dead of winter.
“We need something in Janu-
ary,” Sirakos said. “Th at’s the idea, 
is to heat the place up and bring 
some interesting energy.”
Th e Cayuga Street Pavilion 
on Th e Commons will literally 
heat up tomorrow evening, when 
Michelle Jeff alone, a fi re spin-
ner from PoiStar Productions, 
will perform as visitors wander 
through several art galleries with 
Light in Winter-themed exhibits.
Th e exhibit at the Tompkins 
County Library will feature ori-
gami pieces from the collection 
of world-renowned artist and 
physicist Robert Lang. Th e ex-
hibit will run throughout the 
month, and Lang will present his 
art Saturday at the Statler Au-
ditorium at Cornell University 
during “From Flapping Birds to 
Space Telescopes: Th e Modern 
Science of Origami.”
Ithaca College professors and 
percussionists Conrad Alex-
ander and Cayenna Ponchione 
will be participating in “Trio for 
EEG Machines,” with composer 
and neurobiologist David Sulzer. 
Alexander, Ponchione and Tim 
Feeney, director of percussion en-
sembles at Cornell, will perform 
while wearing electroencepha-
lography headbands to monitor 
their brain activity, which will 
then be projected on a screen 
above them.
“I have absolutely no idea 
what’s going to happen at this 
performance,” Feeney said. 
“Th ere’s something really excit-
ing and unpredictable in the na-
ture of something like this.”
Sirakos said those particular 
combinations — the local and the 
out-of-town, the arts and science, 
the big and the small — are what 
make the Light in Winter festi-
val intriguing and diff erent from 
other local festivals.
“What’s exciting about this 
festival is we have local perform-
ers and we have nationally known 
performers together, and you 
don’t really see the result until the 
festival happens,” she said. “It sort 
of instantaneously combines.”
Individual tickets are $5 to 
$25 and up to $130 for week-
end festival packages. Th ey can 
be purchased at the door of each 
event and at the Ticket Center 
at the Clinton House, 116 S. Cayu-
ga St. For more information, go to 
www.lightinwinter.com.
illuminated
Ithaca
Light in Winter festival to bring 
brilliance to the January gloom
World renowned illusionist Jeff McBride performs one of his acts, which include comedy, drama and grand 
illusion. McBride will entertain audiences with “Magic at the Edge” on Friday at the State Theatre.
COURTESY OF WWW.LIGHTINWINTER.COM
The Cornell Symphony Orchestra performs at an astronomy conference Oct. 11 in Bailey Hall at Cornell University. The 
orchestra will participate in “Music of the Spheres,” the fi nale of this weekend’s Light in Winter arts and science festival.
COURTESY OF CORNELL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
ACCENTUATE
16  The Ithacan Thursday, January 22, 2009
This week’s hits and misses
Hot or Not
Hot
Giving gifts to the outgoing fi rst family
It’s considered polite to give a gift like 
wine or fl owers to a family when visit-
ing their home for dinner or some other 
social gathering. So for the Obamas to 
give Laura Bush a gift upon arrival was an 
unexpected and classy gesture. Accord-
ing to reporters, the package included a 
fountain pen and a journal so that the for-
mer First Lady would have space to write 
her memoirs. For two presidents — with 
more than a few differences — to smile 
and put those disagreements aside, even 
going so far as to make some sort of 
peace offering, is a hopeful sign for the 
years to come.
Lukewarm
The news coverage 
Yes, fun trivia about past presidents is in-
teresting to listen to. No, it is not enough 
to fi ll two hours prior to the actual swear-
ing in. Starting early, the news stations 
focused on wide panning shots of traffi c 
on Pennsylvania Avenue, people trying to 
keep warm and fl ashing the peace sign, 
random government offi cials, an odd 
assortment of celebrities and repeated 
shots of the massive crowds swarming 
the capital. This is not to say that inaugu-
ration is boring and unimportant. This is 
just to say that most of the coverage was 
fl uff and repetition and didn’t differ much 
from network to network.
Not
Bitter weather
Literally, the weather was anything but 
hot. Washington, D.C. gave a chilly 
welcome to the new fi rst family, with 
temperatures clocking in at a frigid 22 
degrees. Jackets, hats, scarves, ski 
masks, gloves and long johns were 
something of a uniform for the thou-
sands of revelers crowding the mall. 
At one point, ABC reporters made an 
unoffi cial contest near the Washington 
Monument to see who was wearing the 
most layers for the ceremony.
Staff Writer Alexandra Palombo recaps 
the best and worst aspects of the 
Inauguration Day Ceremony. 
thursday
Giant Panda Guerilla 
Dub Squad, a funky reggae 
band with an emphasis on 
Afrobeat, will perform from 
9 p.m. to midnight at Cast-
aways. Admission is $8.
Cocktails and the Conduc-
tor, music director Lanfranco 
Marcelletti will lead conversa-
tion on contemporary classi-
cal music at 7:30 p.m. at The 
Lost Dog Cafe. Free.
friday
Physical dance work-
shop will take place at 1 p.m. 
at the Women’s Community 
Building, 100 W. Seneca St. 
Ticket prices range from 
$5 to $10 and can be pur-
chased online.
Check Engine with Seriel 
Obsession, two high-energy 
rock bands, will perform at 
10 p.m. at The Haunt. Ad-
mission is $5 at the door.
saturday
Cuentos Folkloricos, a 
reading of folktales from the 
Caribbean and around the 
world, will be told by story-
teller Nilsa Mariano from 1 to 
2 p.m. and 3 to 4 p.m. at the 
Kitchen Theatre. Tickets are 
$7 to $14 at the door.
Hearty Souls (Art with 
Heart), an exhibit on love 
and survival through paint-
ings and patchwork, will 
show from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Kitschen Sink.
sunday
Benefi t for Autumn with 
The Native Earthing 
Band will open at 7 p.m. with 
music starting at 9 p.m. at 
The Lost Dog Cafe. There is a 
$20 recommended donation.”
I’m trying to become the offi cial White House 
DJ. I know what you like, Barack.“ quoteunquote
hot
dates
Nick Cannon to VH1 on his plans after co-hosting and DJing the 
Neighborhood Ball in D.C.
Castaways steams up salsa style
From left, Ithaca College senior Lazifa Gurbanova and Roberto “Axel” Marcano, a reggaeton artist from Costa Rica, shake to DJ 
Carlos’ latest Latin beats Sunday at Castaways. Gurbanova said she attends all of DJ Carlos’ events for the salsa music. 
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN
SIMILAR TO ‘SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE’ 
PUNS, ONLY WITH YOUR NANA
It’s not often that an 80-year-old grandmother 
knows how to send an e-mail, much less start 
her own political blog. However, that’s exactly 
what two elderly women named Margaret and 
Helen have done. Best friends since college, 
the pair now live apart, one in Maine and one in 
Texas. Usually slanting left, they hilariously rant 
about such topics as Proposition 8, sex and 
guns. The ladies’ diatribe against Sarah Palin is a 
particularly great entry. With more than 1 million 
hits, the blog just continues to grow.
                        — Matt Biddle
blogweekof     the
PUPPY LOVE WAGES ANTI-DRUG 
WAR AGAINST TEENAGERS
Who ever thought a lecturing dog would 
be more frightening than a disappointed 
parent? College Humor found an old 
anti-drug ad of a dog guilt-tripping his 
pot-smoking owner, which is funny and 
sad in itself. The site then took it a step 
further, adding an ending to the commer-
cial with a Bison Frise berating a teenage 
girl about her bloodshot eyes. The dog 
proceeds to pour itself a scotch after the 
girl ignores his advice.
— Alexandra Palombo
omg!
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BY MICHELLE SKOWRONEK
ASSISTANT ACCENT EDITOR
No matter how late he was out the night 
before or how comfortable his cozy sheets 
feel up over his shoulders, sophomore Chad 
De Luca gets out of bed at 9 a.m. on Sundays 
to worship. 
While students of many denominations 
can attend religious services, masses and 
meetings on campus, De Luca travels miles off  
campus to attend weekly Eckankar services.
Eckankar is a spiritual teaching to help some-
one understand life and fi nd love while studying 
dreams and practicing spiritual exercises.
Once a month, De Luca drives to the lo-
cal Best Western to sit in meditation while he 
hums “Hu,” an Eckankar chant, connecting 
himself to God.
De Luca also fl ies out of state at least twice a 
year for conferences in Minnesota as a member 
of the International Eckankar Youth Council. 
When he’s not leaving the state for seminars 
or practicing at services locally, De Luca writes 
programs for the conferences.
“I come up with the material for our youth 
programs at our two major conferences,” he 
said. “I come up with forum titles that I feel 
have a topic that youth can get tools and as-
sistance from.”
De Luca’s parents raised him with the Eck-
ankar religion. He said it allows him to under-
stand the meaning behind what most people 
consider coincidences. 
“Eckankar is really personal experience … 
nobody can tell you what a certain type of ex-
perience is supposed to mean,” he said.
De Luca and other ECKists, or members 
of the Eckankar community, believe everyone 
interprets situations diff erently. De Luca said 
there is no black-and-white answer to what a 
person takes from a given situation. In Eck-
ankar, it is about what a person makes from 
that experience.
ECK cleric John Finnegan hosts and leads 
Eckankar worship services in Ithaca. He said 
he switched to Eckankar from Catholicism be-
cause of the edict that everything happens for 
a reason.
“For me, Eckankar is all about direct experi-
ence,” he said. “Th e diff erence was that in Eck-
ankar I had these experiences that were very 
real to me, and I didn’t have to believe what 
somebody else told me.”
De Luca said he tries to learn from every-
day situations, from meeting someone new to 
dreaming about someone from the past.
He said dream study also plays a huge role 
in the foundation of the Eckankar religion.
“Dreams give us messages that can help us in 
our everyday lives,” he said. “Once symbols and 
messages of dreams are discovered, a person is 
able to fi nd ways to make their life better.”
De Luca said Eckankar’s focus on medita-
tion has helped him through times of confu-
sion and doubt. 
“I had a dream two weeks ago where I was 
driving with my dad and all of a sudden, there 
were hundreds of bears in front of us just rip-
ping cars apart,” he said.
Refl ecting and interpreting the bears as a 
symbol of fear helped De Luca realize he was 
overcoming a fear of failure and detachment. 
At the monthly Eckankar worship service that 
De Luca attends at the Best Western in Ithaca, 
fellow ECKists describe fear as a negative force 
that keeps them from entering heaven.
During the discussion Finnegan said heav-
en is a state of consciousness.
“Heaven is right here,” he said. “When we 
let go of fear we are able to see that heaven is 
all around us.”
De Luca applies these realizations to his life 
at Ithaca College. His best friend, sophomore 
Dave Miele, said he learned about Eckankar 
through his friendship with De Luca. Miele 
said De Luca’s religion is relatively unknown, 
but De Luca explains it well.
“I think I’m a pretty knowledgeable person, 
but I didn’t know anything about Eckankar,” 
he said. “Sometimes people are little weirded 
out when he fi rst talks about it, but after he 
explains it they’re totally accepting.”
With the pressures of being a full-time stu-
dent and an international council member, De 
Luca said his life can be busy. 
“I’ll do my work a lot on the weekends,” he 
said. “Whenever I get a break from schoolwork, 
I start working on my Eckankar programs.”
De Luca’s hectic schedule and morals keep 
him from partaking in some typical college ac-
tivities like drinking. Miele said he respects De 
Luca’s choices.
“He doesn’t [drink] because of his personal 
beliefs,” he said. “He never tries to pressure us 
to follow his lead.”
De Luca said he credits his morals and pos-
itive characteristics to Eckankar.
“It’s so much of who I am,” he said. “When-
ever people see stuff  in me that they like, it’s 
mostly attributed to that. Just a lot of my 
traits come from Eckankar so I want to stick 
with it.”
Sophomore travels on journey of self-discovery 
BY EVELYNE SANTIAGO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th ough Ithaca College students 
have long buried their high school 
prom memories in boxes and clos-
ets, the African-Latino Society 
aims to give students an opportu-
nity to pull out the dresses and tux-
edos once again for a night of dance 
and celebration. 
ALS will host the college’s an-
nual Winter Wonderland Ball 
from 7 to 11 p.m. tomorrow in 
Emerson Suites. While attendees 
of the ball in the past have looked 
forward to it in December, during 
the holiday season, members of 
ALS decided to wait until the first 
week of classes in January.
Sophomore  Mia Jackson, pub-
lic relations official for ALS, said 
the event has always been a way 
of giving back to students, which 
is what drove ALS to change 
its date. 
“The intention of it is to have 
fun and to do something nice for 
a general body,” Jackson said. “It’s 
an elegant evening to relax.” 
Jackson and senior David Cruz, 
treasurer of ALS, said they have 
come to understand that the rea-
son for a low turnout in previous 
years has been the timing of the 
event, when students were more 
focused on studying for finals 
than shopping for the right dress 
or pair of shoes.
“In previous years the ball was 
right after finals had happened or 
before finals had happened, and 
people are stressing out and don’t 
have a chance to go out and really 
have some fun,” Cruz said.  
He said this year’s ball will not in-
clude one of its signature highlights 
of the past — a musical showcase 
that has included performances 
from student groups, such as IC Tap 
Club and IC Hip Hop, and solo per-
formances from junior Leah Young 
and Cruz. 
“We’re just going to try to take it 
back to its tradition,” Jackson said. 
“We just wanted to keep the night 
simple and classy.”
For the fi rst time, ALS will be 
the only sponsor of the ball, after 
co-sponsoring with other campus 
groups such as Amnesty Interna-
tional and PRISM in the past.
Junior Elizabeth Rodriguez 
plans to attend the ball tomorrow 
night and is looking forward to an 
atmosphere reminiscent of a high 
school prom.
“I expect the famous cheap 
photos to document the occasion,” 
she said.
Senior class president A.J. 
Mizes attended the ball last year 
and said it was a great alternative 
to the average weekend night. 
“To be able to get dressed up 
and dance the night away with 
some of the most styling, involved 
and fun people on campus was 
priceless,” he said.
Cruz said he hopes students 
will now have the chance to dress 
sharp and have fun. Just as prom 
takes a bit more effort than anoth-
er dance, ALS hopes students put 
in extra effort to participate in an 
elegant tradition.  
“A lot of people bring back their 
prom dresses ... Th at’s the tradition 
of the event,” Jackson said.
DJ Cam (sophomore Justin Lee) 
will DJ the event and light refresh-
ments will be served. Photos will 
be taken from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
and formal to semi-formal attire 
is suggested.
Cruz said when planning for the 
event began in September, mem-
bers of ALS tried to keep students’ 
needs and interests in mind by 
changing the date in hopes to en-
courage more students to attend. 
He said he also hopes this year’s 
Winter Wonderland Ball will serve 
as a stress reliever to start another 
semester off  right.
“It’ll be a big help to ease into 
the semester,” he said. “If a class 
didn’t go as well or if you didn’t 
get into the right class, at least you 
can go and have fun hanging out 
and dancing with your friends.” 
The Winter Wonderland Ball 
will be held from 7 to 11 p.m. to-
morrow in Emerson Suites. Tickets 
are $5 at the door. 
Winter Wonderland Ball 
to return with elegance
From left, sophomore Mia Jackson, public relations offi cial for ALS, and junior Tracey A. Casseus, former ALS trea-
surer, discuss the group’s plans at a Sept. 23 meeting. ALS will host tomorrow night’s Winter Wonderland Ball.
FILE PHOTO/THE ITHACAN
Sophomore sport management major Chad De Luca stands Sunday outside Textor Hall. De Luca 
practices Eckankar, a Zen-like religion based on dream study and refl ection on life experiences.
ALLISON USAVAGE/THE ITHACAN
African-Latino Society will kick off  
semester with fi fth-annual dance
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Indie rocker Mike Doughty has been re-
cording music since the mid-1990s. Since his 
original band, Soul Coughing, split in 2000, 
he has released three albums and collaborated 
with Grammy-winning producer Dan Wilson. 
At 8 p.m. tomorrow at Castaways, he’ll bring 
his signature vocals and free-fl owing lyrics to 
Ithaca for the fi rst time. Senior Writer Ian Hol-
liday spoke with Doughty about the inspiration 
for his music, his religious beliefs and the ne-
cessity of blogging for modern musicians.
Ian Holliday: You used to lead a band called Soul 
Coughing. In what ways is your solo work similar 
to that work? How is it diff erent?
Mike Doughty: It’s just diff erent because it’s not 
collaborative. With Soul Coughing, I was the 
leader, but it was a lot about group sound and 
what individuals sounded like in the band. I actu-
ally sort of revisited that for “Golden Delicious,” 
my last solo record. I really sort of tailored it to 
the individual musicians, the drummer and the 
keyboard player in particular.
IH: Your songs and albums have some great ti-
tles. One of your most famous songs “Looking at 
the World from the Bottom of a Well” is a really 
interesting image.
MD: Th at’s taken from a Haruki Murakami 
novel called “Th e Wind-Up Bird Chronicle.” 
Th ere’s a character that actually goes down into 
a well and looks at the sky and reinvents his life 
down there.  
IH: Where do the titles for your songs come 
from? And in the case of ones that are titled after 
the lyrics, where do the lyrics come from? 
MD: I just sort of keep my ears and my eyes open 
as I walk through the world. I write things down, 
I eavesdrop on people, I clip things out of the 
newspaper, and then I just sort of pay attention 
to my own stream of consciousness and write 
down the stuff  that seems good at the time. Th en 
when I sit down to write I sort of gather all of 
this stuff  together and comb through it to fi nd 
the gems or at least the stuff  that I like.
IH: Your music sometimes has religious mes-
sages, whether obvious in “His Truth is March-
ing On” or more subtle in a song like “Unsing-
able Name.” 
MD: It’s a spiritual message. It’s not really a 
religious message. I don’t really belong to any 
organized religion, and I don’t really subscribe 
to any common faith.
IH: So how would you sum up your 
spiritual views?
MD: Well, I believe in God and I don’t believe in 
God. It’s a hard thing to sum up. I have relied on 
a power greater than myself at a number of really 
critical times in my life. And then I spend a lot 
of time doubting the existence of God. I’m defi -
nitely a split-decision, agnostic kind of a guy.
IH: How does your spirituality affect 
your music?
MD: Just as much as my girlfriend and the 
food that I eat and the people I hang out with. 
It’s just a part of my life, and everything from 
my life eventually somehow gets in there. I 
start from words or phrases much more than I 
start from concepts.
IH: You’re a pretty avid blogger, correct? What’s 
the attraction to that for you? 
MD: I always had something going on online. 
I used to go to Soul Coughing message boards 
on AOL back in ’93 or ’94. I was kind of on the 
interaction-with-people thing pretty early. Even-
tually it just got the point where I was like, “Well, 
I should have my own space for myself.” I got 
much less democratic.
IH: You also contribute to the Huffi  ngton Post, 
correct? How would you say new technologies 
have aff ected your career?
MD: It’s been a mainstay of not just my career, 
but my life, as long as I’ve had a laptop. It’s at the 
heart of being a musician these days either with 
your blogging or putting up your songs online. 
But more than that, it’s just an important part of 
my life.
IH: In your various writing gigs, whether it’s a 
blog or the Huffi  ngton Post or one of the music 
reviews you’ve written to support yourself over 
the years, you usually write about music. Has be-
ing both a music critic and a musician ever got-
ten you into trouble?
MD: I wrote a catty thing about a certain rock 
superstar once, and he got really mad. Occasion-
ally, just as a blogger, you’re talking about what’s 
going on in your life, and I wrote one thing about 
this guy that I’m not going to name. I was like, 
“Th at guy was a real a------ to me.” I just naively 
thought I could put that out there, and he totally 
freaked out on me ... He e-mailed me and was 
like, “Dude, what the f---? You’re making fun of 
me in public.” I guess I thought it would never get 
back to him, but even if it wouldn’t, it’s just not 
nice to write stuff  like that, so I really regret it.
 Mike Doughty will perform at 8 p.m. tomor-
row at Castaways. Tickets are $20 and can be 
purchased at www.castawaysithaca.com.
Inspired by the ordinary
For 15 years, singer-songwriter Mike Doughty has been on tour with Soul Coughing, the band he 
formerly fronted, and as a solo artist. He will make his Ithaca debut tomorrow at Castaways.
COURTESY OF PARADIGM AGENCY
Guitarist and blogger Mike Doughty delivers 
‘relaxed rock’ infl uenced by everyday experiences
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BY SYDNEY NORMIL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e resurrection of the life and 
legacy of rapper and hip-hop icon 
Christopher Wallace, known as the 
Notorious B.I.G. or Biggie Smalls, in 
the fi lm “Notorious” reveals the real 
man behind the struggle. Tragically 
slain in a hail of four bullets at age 24, 
the memory of Biggie is shared in this 
heartwarming and enlightening bio-
graphical drama, reinforcing that “no 
dream is too B.I.G.”
Th e beginning of 
the fi lm portrays the 
night of the murder, 
and then fl ashes 
back to a young 
Biggie played by his 
own son, Christo-
pher Jordan “CJ” 
Wallace.  Along with being teased 
that he is “too fat, black and ugly,” 
Biggie’s father walked out on him, 
leaving Biggie to develop into a man 
with only a mother at home. Despite 
the wishes of his Jamaican mother 
Voletta Wallace (played by Angela 
Bassett), Biggie seeks guidance from 
neighborhood hustler and eventual 
childhood best friend D-Roc (played 
by Dennis L.A. White).
Jamal Woolard takes over the 
role as Biggie as he endures and em-
braces the adversity that lies ahead 
in his prospective rap career. Wool-
ard’s performance is exceptional as 
he brings the deceased rapper back 
to life. Th e legacy of the Notorious 
B.I.G. begins when D-Roc takes the 
fall for Biggie in a police bust and is 
sentenced to jail so that Biggie can 
pursue his dreams of rapping.
Th roughout the fi lm, Biggie’s 
success is infl uenced by his relation-
ships with recognizable rap names 
like Sean “Puff y” Combs (played by 
Derek Luke), Tupac Shakur (played 
by Anthony Mackie), Kimberly “Lil 
Kim” Jones (played by Naturi Naugh-
ton) and Faith Evans (played by Anto-
nique Smith).
Bassett, as Biggie’s mother, ex-
emplifi es the role Voletta played in 
Christopher’s life. When she fi nds 
cocaine under the bed, Voletta kicks 
him out of the house. In one scene, 
when Biggie calls from jail, Voletta 
refuses to bail him out but stays on 
the phone and prays with him. Th e 
collaboration between Bassett and 
Woolard provides an unforgettable 
on-screen relationship between a 
single mother and her son.
Th e movie’s best facet is the inte-
gration of Biggie’s work. Songs such as 
“Big Poppa” remind most viewers why 
they saw the fi lm. Th e playing of “Sky’s 
the Limit” as Biggie has an epiphany 
revealing what is truly important in 
life serves as insight into his mind. 
His story, his thoughts and his dreams 
are expressed in his lyrics. Listeners 
can relate to what Biggie is saying and 
experiencing. With his on-screen por-
trayal, viewers can connect with not 
only the music but the artist. 
Th e fi lm is made up of snippets of 
Biggie’s life that do not always con-
nect. Th ere are many instances where 
confrontations between characters 
arise, are forgotten about and then are 
resolved scenes later.  
Another fault of the fi lm is Tupac’s 
character. Tupac, who is killed earlier 
in the fi lm, is not fully represented. 
Mackie not only lacked the resem-
blance but the essence of the late West 
Coast rapper. 
Th e fi lm does not try to explain 
how Biggie was killed but instead fo-
cuses on the life that was taken away. 
Th ere are comical scenes, for instance 
when a producer tries to describe 
Biggie’s physical appearance to Puff y. 
Th ere are engaging club scenes in 
which the audience will sing word for 
word to Biggie’s songs, and there are 
emotional scenes in which one’s heart 
yearns for the distressed character, es-
pecially when D-Roc, fi nally released 
from jail,  makes Biggie examine all he 
has let go in the name of success.
“Notorious” justly portrays the 
life of Biggie visually and emotionally. 
His rhymes tell the story of a child 
from Brooklyn who accomplished his 
dreams despite disbelievers. 
‘Notorious’ embraces late rapper’s  infl uence
Rejects amp their contagious beats
From left, Tupac (Anthony Mackie) and Biggie (Jamal Woolard) party together in the V.I.P. section of a club. The two 
rappers from opposite coasts began their careers as friends before the rivalry between East and West broke out. 
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BY MATT BIDDLE
STAFF WRITER
 Fans of the All-American Rejects have 
come to expect tracks in the vein of the band’s 
2005 mega-hit “Dirty Little Secret:” lively, 
catchy jams that Top 40 radio stations can 
blast on repeat. With the group’s third re-
cord, “When the World Comes Down,” these 
fans won’t be disappointed. Th ose hoping the 
band would show signs of 
growth, however, might 
be left wanting more. 
Th e band has achieved 
a massive following with 
its second album, “Move 
Along,” which was buoyed 
by the strength of its ti-
tle track. Th e vindictive 
“Gives You Hell,” the fi rst 
single off  the band’s new 
record, hit the top 10 of Billboard’s Hot 100 
chart following its release in November. On the 
memorable track, front man Tyson Ritter lash-
es out at an ex-girlfriend, telling her, “Here’s all 
your lies / you can’t look me in the eyes / with 
that sad, sad look that you wear so well.”
The band does well with other upbeat rock 
anthems like “Damn Girl,” another spiteful 
dig at a former love who has moved on to 
another man. The album’s strong opener, “I 
Wanna,” finds Ritter arrogantly, but endear-
ingly, declaring, “I wanna touch you / You 
wanna touch me too,” in an energetic ode to 
sensuality and commitment. 
“Mona Lisa” is another standout track — a 
more subdued ballad about fi nding someone to 
sit beside you “when the world comes down.” 
On “Fallin’ Apart,” the band fi nally steps 
away from what fans are expecting, with great 
results. Th e All-American Rejects infuse strings 
and piano into their typical rock sound to create 
an arena-ready song that livens up the record. 
In fact, none of the album’s tracks are poor 
in quality — individually, each track off ers the 
band’s winning sound that pairs fun, driving 
rock beats with sing-along lyrics to continu-
ally win over radio listeners. 
When compiled together on one disc, 
however, several tracks run together to-
wards the album’s end, leaving the listener 
craving a wider breadth of musical options. 
Even though many fans learn to expect noth-
ing more than pop-punk tunes oozing with 
angst, most of the album’s songs are enjoy-
able and even impressive when listened to 
on their own.
While the band’s latest record probably 
won’t win over any additional fans, it does so-
lidify the All-American Rejects as mainstays 
in the pop-rock music genre, alongside acts 
like Panic at the Disco! and Fall Out Boy. Th e 
album delivers a few guaranteed hits amid a 
mass of radio-friendly rock tracks. 
BY ANDY SWIFT
ONLINE MEDIA EDITOR
Nostalgia and education come together in perfect 
harmony on Neil Sedaka’s “Waking Up Is Hard to Do,” 
a new album that features child-oriented remakes of 
songs made famous by Sedaka and other pop icons.
Th e title track immediately 
sets a juvenile tone for the re-
cord as it swaps the original lyrics 
about love and devotion for words 
of inspiration about getting out of 
bed in the morning — and what 
college student headed for an 8 
a.m. class can’t relate to that? 
Some more nonsensical songs 
like “Dinosaur Pet,” a thematically 
altered version of Sedaka’s 1960 single “Calendar Girl,” 
are nothing short of “aww”-inspiring, thanks largely to 
the tune’s pint-sized backup singers. 
Th e obvious snag with the album is that its target 
audience still needs help tying its shoes, so it’s doubt-
ful that the disc’s 11 tracks will ever fi nd a permanent 
home on a college student’s iPod. Still, after one spin 
they’ll inevitably make their way into a listener’s head. 
Good luck getting them out.
Kiddie tunes strike back
FILM
REVIEW
“Notorious”
Bystorm 
Films
Our rating:
★★★
ALBUM
REVIEW
All-American 
Rejects
“When the World 
Comes Down”
Geffen Records
Our rating:
★★★
ALBUM
REVIEW
Neil Sedaka
“Waking Up Is 
Hard to Do”
Razor & Tie 
Records
Our rating:
★★
COURTESY OF RAZOR & TIE RECORDS
COURTESY OF GEFFEN RECORDS
‘When the World Comes Down’ energizes audiences
quickies
COURTESY OF FAT POSSUM
COURTESY OF COLUMBIA
COURTESY OF SONY
“THE FRAY”
The Fray
Sony
The Fray is back with another 
highly anticipated album. Its 
fi rst single “You Found Me” is 
already rising to the top of the 
charts. With the group’s powerful 
lyrics, this album is a sure-fi red 
crowd pleaser.
COMPILED BY MICHELLE SKOWRONEK
“NOBLE BEAST”
Andrew Bird
Fat Possum
Andrew Bird’s new album, out Jan. 
20, will not disappoint fans.  Key 
tracks are the melancholy “On 
ho” and similarly titled “Oh no,” 
featuring Bird’s famous whistling. 
“WORKING ON A DREAM”
Bruce Springsteen
Columbia 
The Boss is taking a break from 
heavy guitar strums and focusing 
more on mellow harmonies. True 
to his style, however, his voice 
continues to boom with his lyrics.
‘DOO WOP (THAT THING)’
Lauryn Hill
This track takes it back to the days 
when “cats used to harmonize” 
and sing about the real issues of 
the block. 
—MICHELLE SKOWRONEK 
‘LOST’ 
Coldplay featuring Jay-Z
It’s classic Coldplay, except with 
a little twist — a new beat and 
Jay-Z’s rapping. The unlikely duo 
makes a great song, off the Pros-
pekt’s March album.
‘CHOCOLATE HIGH’
India.Arie featuring Musiq 
Soulchild
This new single is as addictive 
as the sweet it’s named after.  
Arie and Musiq Soulchild’s voices 
come together to form the silky 
smooth ballad. 
‘YOU ARE THE BEST THING’
Ray LaMontagne
LaMontagne’s voice is defi nitely 
the best thing about this song. 
The song has remnants of R&B 
and jazz.
COMPILED BY HALEY DAVIS
Accent’s Oldie But Goodie
fileTracks we’ve got on repeat 
single
       TICKETSTUB
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VALID FRIDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
OUR RATINGS
Excellent ★★★★
Good ★★★
Fair ★★
Poor ★
‘Slumdog Millionaire’ worth every penny
BY ALEXANDRA PALOMBO
STAFF WRITER
Th e chances of a game-show con-
testant winning the grand prize are 
slim. Th e chances of a poor teenager 
without formal education correctly 
answering every question on “Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire?” are even 
smaller. So watching Jamal Malik go 
for 20 million rupees — and in the 
process, relive the life that led him 
to the show — is a bittersweet un-
derdog story that deserves all the 
praise it receives.
“Slumdog Millionaire” takes 
place in poverty-stricken Mumbai, 
India and starts with “Millionaire” 
contestant Jamal 
(played by Dev 
Patel) being inter-
rogated in a police 
station on suspi-
cion of  cheating 
during the game. 
Th e police interro-
gating him refuse 
to accept that the uneducated slum-
dog could know the answers on his 
own. As they watch the taped show 
and ask Jamal how he knew each 
answer, the story unfolds in a color-
ful rush of fl ashbacks to his child-
hood, with brother Salim (played by 
Madhur Mital) and fi rst love Latika 
(played by Freida Pinto), and how 
the experiences he had formed his 
every response. 
Th e fi lm is not a passive experi-
ence for casual viewing; it is violent-
ly sad and realistic, and the viewer 
should be prepared for the grit of 
life in a developing nation.
Director Danny Boyle and com-
poser A.R. Rahman worked to-
gether to create a pulse for the fi lm 
that pumps steadily from start to 
fi nish. Th e fi lm may well have been 
called “Trackstar Millionaire” for 
all its chase scenes such as cops 
running after little boys playing 
soccer by the trash cans. Th e scene 
follows the boys into marketplaces, 
on top of roofs and into neighbor-
hood homes. And while the story 
was adapted from the novel “Q&A” 
by Vikas Swarup, the concept still 
feels fresh and insightful, making 
it rise above other movie adapta-
tions. Boyle also beautifully dis-
tinguishes between the sleek, rich 
and Western world of game shows 
and the humid, uncomfortable and 
gritty streets of Mumbai’s slums. 
Rahman’s frenetic Indian beats and 
voices, with the aid of popular Sri 
Lankan artist M.I.A., enhance the 
movie from slumdog to superstar.
Main actors Patel, Pinto and 
Mital are fabulous in their re-
spective roles. Patel maintains an 
almost childlike hope and inno-
cence throughout the film, despite 
the multiple tragedies and betray-
als he is put through. Pinto silent-
ly takes the tortures her character 
is given and shines as the movie’s 
shy but passionate love interest. 
And Mital maintains a vulner-
ability despite his horrible deeds 
and disgusting treatment of Jamal 
and Latika. Even more talented, 
however, are the six children that 
play the younger incarnations of 
the “Three Musketeers,” who go 
through the majority of the heart-
break in the film. Witnesses to 
death, abandonment, corruption 
and street crime, the children lose 
their innocence and grow into the 
complex and thoughtfully-created 
characters of the present. All six 
are a delight to watch and are es-
sential to the plot. 
Also crucial to the story is the 
city of Mumbai, which almost be-
comes a character itself throughout 
the fi lm. After the recent terrorist 
attacks on the city, the fi lm serves 
as something of a tribute to all who 
live there and how globally signifi -
cant and beautiful the location is.
Th e fi lm requires a certain at-
tention span, as it switches between 
three time periods and two diff er-
ent languages without pausing for 
breath. Similar to nonlinear televi-
sion shows “Lost” and “Damages,” 
the past has everything to do with 
the present. Th e events leading to 
Jamal’s answers are even more im-
portant to the story than the an-
swers he actually gives. Th e story 
is worth all the attention required, 
however. “Slumdog Millionaire” 
is the rare movie that deserves all 
the awards and critical hype that 
it is given. It revives the underdog 
tale into an inspirational piece on 
life lessons. Boyle, with the help of 
all nine main actors and the city of 
Mumbai, weaves three cloths of one 
young man’s story into a gorgeously 
vivid sari of a fi lm. 
“Slumdog Millionaire” was writ-
ten by Simon Beaufoy and directed 
by Danny Boyle.
Once-in-a-lifetime opportunity brings riches to unlikeliest of characters
From left, Jamal (Dev Patel) goes back and forth with the host of the Indian “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” View-
ers are stunned when Jamal answers every question correctly and walks away with 20 million rupees.
COURTESY OF CELADOR FILMS
Boy’s endless slumber tears family at the seam
BY AARON EDWARDS
STAFF WRITER
Kleine-Levin Syndrome is a multifaceted neu-
rological disorder that causes excessive sleeping 
and unfocused, childlike behavior. Th e disorder has 
infl icted pain and suff ering on many patients and 
families enduring its eff ects. Th e cause for the con-
dition is unknown.
“I Become a Guitar” encompasses the story 
of a family coping with the reality of 20-year-old 
adopted son Pablo’s life with this unpredictable 
ailment. Pablo has been in and out of an endless 
sleep since childhood, and when he does wake 
from his seemingly eternal 
slumber, his family only hears 
him speak of disillusioned 
slips into his imagination.
Amid these playful and 
adventurous fantasies creat-
ed in the young mind of Pablo 
(played by Ithaca College se-
nior Nicholas Caycedo) lies the true message of the 
piece: “Th ere is no reality, only perception.”
Caycedo’s performance as the lovable, auda-
cious and mentally challenged Pablo takes the 
audience on several roller-coaster personality 
rides, but he consistently delivers each of his 
fantasy-induced monologues with the exhila-
ration of a 6-year-old and the dramatic control 
of a fine-tuned actor. He’s comical and lovable, 
drawing in the audience’s sympathy.
Pablo’s mother and father, Madrigal and Kevin 
Stewart (played by Sally Ramirez and David Mo-
reland), fi ll in the gaps between their son’s mono-
logues with views into their personal lives and 
romantic history.
Th e two actors eff ortlessly delve into the dra-
matic extremes of the characters’ relationship as the 
play unfolds. Madrigal is compassionate towards 
her son’s condition, but Kevin’s refusal to acknowl-
edge the disorder is clear-cut as he continually 
hopes for his son to play in a real baseball game. 
Ramirez beautifully portrays the nostalgic and 
cultured Madrigal. Every line she delivers is at-
tached with fl uid, sincere poetic emotion that pro-
pels each of her scenes forward.
Moreland, who is almost always on stage with 
Ramirez, adds to the energetic fl ame with a presence 
that commands the attention of the entire theater, 
even as he portrays a lack of connection with his son 
and wife.
Kevin’s distance from his family is advocated 
even more by his imaginary aff air with a sex therapist 
from his own dreams (played by Laura Ceresi Starr), 
who adds comedy to the production. Nearly every 
phrase she utters adds to the awkward yet humorous 
scenes that she and Kevin share in his imagination.
While the small cast conveys the interconnected-
ness of the characters’ lives, perhaps what is lacking in 
“I Become a Guitar” is the actual substance of the situ-
ation the family has found itself in. 
Pablo’s mental retardation is the only aspect of 
the show that clenches at the audience’s heart. It ap-
pears as if more is troubling the minds of Madrigal 
and Kevin, but that “more” is never revealed to sub-
stantiate their shared frustration. 
Th e fi rst half of “I Become a Guitar” weaves 
around the couple’s failing marriage and waits for 
Pablo to join the story when he awakes.
Th e scenic design that backdrops the action of 
the play serves its purpose to near perfection. Th e 
color hues of sea blue and lime green that accent 
the back wall of the stage bring a Latin feel to the 
set and personality with the simple four-chair din-
ing setup and armchair for a living room. 
“I Become a Guitar” is a defi nite treat that 
evokes lessons of love and the beauty of life that 
stretch far beyond reality.
 
“I Become a Guitar” runs through Feb. 8. Tick-
ets can be purchased at the Kitchen Th eatre.
From left, Pablo (senior Nicholas Caycedo) and 
Kevin (David Moreland) interpret Pablo’s dreams.
COURTESY OF THE KITCHEN THEATRE
FILM
REVIEW
“Slumdog 
Millionaire”
Celador Films
Our rating:
★★★★
THEATER
REVIEW
“I Became
a Guitar”
The Kitchen 
Theatre
CINEMAPOLIS
The Commons 277–6115
DOUBT
7:15 p.m. and
Weekends 2:15 p.m.
Wednesday matinee 5 p.m.
LET THE RIGHT ONE IN
9:35 p.m. and
Weekends 4:35 p.m.
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE ★★★★
7:15 and 9:35 p.m. and
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m.
Wednesday matinee 5 p.m.
FALL CREEK 
PICTURES
1201 N. Tioga St. 272–1256
DEFIANCE 
7 and 9:35 p.m. and 
Weekends 2 and 4:35 p.m. 
THE READER
7:15 and 9:35 p.m. and
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m.
I’VE LOVED YOU SO LONG
9:35 p.m. and 
Weekends 4:35 p.m.
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY
7:15 p.m. and
Weekends 2:15 p.m.
REGAL STADIUM 14
Pyramid Mall 266-7960
BRIDE WARS
2:30 p.m., 5 p.m., 8 p.m., 10:50 p.m. 
FROST/NIXON
1:20 p.m., 4:10 p.m., 7:10 p.m., 
10:30 p.m.
GRAN TORINO
1 p.m., 3:50 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 
9:30 p.m.
LAST CHANCE HARVEY
12:40 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 6:40 p.m., 
9:10 p.m.
MILK
12:50 p.m., 6:20 p.m.
MY BLOODY VALENTINE
2:40 p.m., 5:20 p.m., 8:20 p.m., 
11 p.m. 
NOTORIOUS ★★★
1:40 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7:20 p.m., 
10:20 p.m. 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP
5:10 p.m., 7:50 p.m., 10:40 p.m.
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON
1:50 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 9 p.m.
THE UNBORN
3:40 p.m., 9:20 p.m.
THE WRESTLER 
1:30 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 7 p.m., 
9:50 p.m.
CORNELL CINEMA
104 Willard Straight Hall 255-3522
For more information, visit 
http://cinema.cornell.edu.
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FOR RENT
SPRING SUBLET -- AVAILABLE NOW
1 bdrm in 2 bdrm townhouse
at 125 Grandview Ct $400
close to campus.  
Call 607.592.5769 or 607.273.8622.
NICE LARGE HOUSE
2Br apts 5 min. from campus.
339 S. Geneva St. $1150 a month.
Heat and water included.
Call 607.273.0590 or 607.214.2064.
2009-2010 great houses/apts. we have 
places with 1 up to 13 Brs, furnished, laundry, 
free parking, reasonable rent, professionally 
managed by working landlords.
See http://ithaca-apts.com.
Call Tom at 607.227.3153.
3 Bed furnished house for rent. 
’09-’10 yr. Off street parking,
near Circle Apt. very clean.
Maintenance Included.
Call 607.272.0296 for appt.
4 BR. apt. 1 block from Commons
5 minutes to IC. Unfurnished.
$460 per person plus utilities.
Call 607.273.3931.
2009-10 three bedroom downtown 103 
E. Spencer St., furnished, hardwood fl oors, 
off st. parking, close to Commons & IC, 
spacious, washer & dryer, dishwasher, $455 
per person. Includes heat. 279-3090 or
livingspaces1@msn.com.
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Several locations near IC and downtown 
near the Commons. Most are furnished, 
with parking and some utilities included.  
Professional management. New listings will 
be posted soon at PPMhomes.com.
Now renting January/09
New 4 bedroom house and
new 2 bedroom apartment
on Penn. Ave.
Fully furnished with off
street parking.
For appt. call 607.592.0150.
APARTMENTS AND HOUSES FOR NEXT 
YEAR. Various locations on South Hill and 
Downtown near The Commons. All sizes, 
from one bedroom up to eight bedrooms.  
Fully furnished. Nice condition, with parking 
and laundry. Now is the time for the best 
selection! For a full list, visit PPMhomes.com.
Now renting for ’09-’10 year.
Four bedroom houses -- fully
furnished, off street parking on
Penn Ave. Call 607.339.1137.
1-2-3-4-5 bedrooms for rent.
South Hill close to IC, Cornell & Downtown.  
Furnished, laundry, & off street parking.  
Call Kelly at 607.592.9812.
FOR RENT 
Ithaca Solar Townhouses, 4 bedroom, 
furnished, 2 baths, fi replace, off-street 
parking right next to campus. For showing call 
273-9300 or 227-1076.  
View online: IthacaEstatesRealty.com.
Spacious 3 & 4 bedroom townhouses
furnished non coin laundries,
balconies, free parking.
Call 607.273.8576.
SEVEN and EIGHT BEDROOM HOUSES.
Great location on South Aurora Street, 
between Prospect and Pleasant Streets.
This is two connected apartments with a 
total of four bathrooms and two kitchens.  
Currently being renovated, this house will 
be in excellent condition! Free parking for all 
tenants. Leases start in June. Free heat, hot 
water and Internet service!
Visit PPMhomes.com.
HERITAGE PARK TOWN HOMES
Now leasing for 8/09. NEW 2-4 bedrooms, 
1-4 baths, multi-level houses and town 
homes, Large game room/lower level, 
laundry or hookups, fi replace, 1-2 car 
garages or off street parking, patios/decks 
with gorgeous views. 1500-3500 sq. ft. 
We have properties out in the country or 
downtown Ithaca close to The Commons. 
Heritage Park has something for everyone. 
Professionally landscaped. $1100-$3500/
mo. plus utilities. Call 607.227.6260 for 
more information or go to our Web site at 
www.perfect-heritage.com for virtual tours of 
most of our properties.
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS.
We have a great selection on South Hill with 
multiple listings on Aurora Street, Hillview 
Place, Pleasant Street, East Spencer Street, 
Prospect Street. Nice Condition. All have 
laundry, parking and free Internet service.  
Some have all utilities paid by the landlord!  
Leases start in June and August. 
For a full list, visit PPMhomes.com.
FOUR BEDROOM HOUSES.
Two locations available, on South Hill and 
Downtown. Two baths, laundry, parking. Nice 
condition. Huge rooms! Leases starting in 
June and August. Visit PPMhomes.com.
Spacious 3BR apts. on The Commons, one 
of them remodeled. Includes Heat. Furnished 
and for Fall 2009. Call 607.272.7441.
SIX BEDROOM HOUSES.
Five great locations on South Hill.
Two baths, laundry, parking.
Huge rooms! Leasing starts in June.
Visit PPMhomes.com.
389 Stone Quarry Rd., 4 bedroom, Cape Cod 
house, furnished, hardwood fl oors, fi replace, 
washer/dryer, 2 car garage. For showing call 
273-9300 or 227-1076.  
View online: IthacaEstatesRealty.com.
FOR RENT
Now leasing 2009-2010 school year.
412 and 416 Hudson St.
3-6 bedroom house
143 Hudson St.
2EA 2 bedroom apts.
Call 607.327.0253.
AUG. 09-10 2 STORY 6 BEDRM HOUSE ON
Prospect St. 2bath, 2kitchen, 2livingrm, 
8parkings, porch, laundry, bar
607.233.4323 mfe1@twcny.rr.com.
NEWLY REMODELED
CHARMING 2 BEDROOM
CLOSE TO COMMONS
$900.00 PLUS UTILITIES
CALL 607.327.0253.
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY.
3 or 6 bedroom, furnished, excellent
location. Newly renovated.
Call 607.272.3389.
FOR RENT
An apartment with no hassle. Hudson 
Heights Studio Apartments are located 
next to IC. We have a few openings starting 
January 2009 for the next semester. Prices 
are $540/m for six months and $700/m for 
only the spring semester (4.5 months). We 
are renting for the next school year 2009-
2010 starting between June 1st and August 
15th, prices start at $550. The rent includes: 
furniture, all utilities, parking, garbage and 
recycling, with laundry rooms on 
the complex. Call Cliff at 607.273.8473 
for an appointment.
918 Danby Rd. 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
furnished fi replace, lake view, off-street 
parking, walk to campus. 
For showing call 273-9300 or 227-1076.  
View online: IthacaEstatesRealty.com.
Studio, 1, 2, & 3 bedroom apartments for 
rent for the Fall 2009. 
Close to Ithaca and Cornell. 
Call 607-342-5994 
or 607-275-0680.
Spacious 3BR apts. on The Commons, one 
of them remodeled. Includes Heat. Furnished 
and for Fall 2009. Call 607.272.7441.
Apartments and houses for rent for the fall 
2009, walking distance to Ithaca College. 
607.327.0357 or 607.275.0680.
FOR SALE
Lovely 2 or 3 bedroom house
Newly remodeled
2 miles from Ithaca College
$165k. Call 607.327.0253.
EMPLOYMENT
Book Keeping, position available for 2-3 hrs 
and work online and earn much more 
$2500 - $9000 monthly.  Kindly e-mail me for 
details, Skereny101@gmail.com.
SUBLET
2 Bdrm Sublet Aug. 09 - Dec. 31 09.
Furnished, walk to campus, free parking.
$850 and utilities/month.
229 Coddington Rd.
607.220.3447.
WANTED
My adorable little and cute baby. Baby 
“Charlotte” is ready for adoption. Charlotte 
has a great personality and is a 10 week 
old and healthy female yorkie. All her shots 
are given up to date including papers. She 
is very playful and passionate with kids and 
any animal around her! She is very healthy 
and would fi t a loving home. I feed her 
Kibbles or fresh milk with instructions from 
feeding grooms and pet magazine. She is 
a Ckc and Akc registered and she is a well 
trained puppy that deserves happiness 
and cuddling always. Hurry up and grab 
Charlotte for adoption. Contact Dave Smith at 
dsmith681@gmail.com.
Place your 
classified 
advertising in 
The Ithacan
- $4 up to four lines 
 - $1 each extra line, or any 
line with bold or all caps
- Get online and download 
our classifi ed form 
at www.theithacan.org
Your Thursday 
is not complete 
without 
The Ithacan
Your day 
is not complete 
without 
www.theithacan.org 
Place your ad 
by 5 p.m. Monday.
www.theithacan.org
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If you’re a fast writer, podcaster, 
Web coder, blogger, videographer ... 
or just a journalist who wants to get into a 
changing industry, we have something for you.
The Ithacan
Recruitment night
Join us at 8 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 22
Park Auditorium
Come see
for youself.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14
15 16 17
18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 32
33 34 35
36 37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45 46
47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54
55 56 57
58 59 60
 ACROSS
1 Feng -
5 Strong, as venison
9 Brown of renown
12 Gentle touches
13 Diet spread
14 Ugh!
15 Overwhelms
16 Football cheer
17 Hi-tech scan
18 Hagen of stage
20 Out of order
22 Type in again
25 D.A. backup
27 Burden of proof
28 Fanatic
29 Keep an eye on
33 Hr. fraction
34 Lyric poem
35 - kwon do
36 Trim
38 Robust energy
39 The Force was with him
40 Beef
42 “- the Barbarian”
43 Woman’s hat
46 Serenade, maybe
47 Cast a vote
48 Thorny blossom
51 Grasped
55 Moo goo - pan
56 Readies champagne
57 Layered cookie
58 Mont Blanc or Jungfrau
59 Iowa, to Jacques
60 Feedbag morsels
 DOWN
1 Exercise place
2 Hem’s partner
3 All-purpose truck
4 Gushes forth
5 “Naked Maja” artist
6 Tavern order
7 The “Velvet Fog” Torme
8 Egg parts
9 Like a dishrag
10 Pantyhose shade
11 Short play
19 Cobb of baseball
21 Ma Bell
22 Forum site
23 Tennyson heroine
24 - fu
25 Do a CPA’s job
26 Wineglass part
28 PBS series
30 007’s alma mater
31 Zip
32 Faculty honcho
37 Outback bird
39 Hey there! (hyph.)
41 Strange
42 Firm, briefl y
43 Senate attire, once
44 Fiery gem
45 Medicine chest item 
(hyph.)
46 Left, on a map
49 Fall mo.
50 Deep water
52 Time span
53 Rent out
54 - and don’ts
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answers to last issue’s sudoku
get fuzzy® By Darby Conley
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play more Sudoku and win prizes at:
prizesudoku.com
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Subtle and Steadfast
Senior center Jeff  Bostic 
commands the court 
with quiet leadership
BY CORY FRANCER
SPORTS EDITOR
It’s impossible to escape. When he’s on the court, 
senior Jeff  Bostic makes sure that his hands are every-
where. On defense, the 6-foot-5-inch center gets in the 
lane to intercept passes, crashes the boards and pulls 
down double-digit numbers in rebounds nearly every 
night. He can jump well above the rim, and constantly 
denies his opponents with his powerful blocks.
Back on off ense, Bostic positions himself in the 
post, receives feeds from his teammates and muscles 
himself free of an opponents’ grasp to throw down 
his signature two-handed slam.
For such a quick and powerful player, Bostic is a 
quiet enforcer. He is nearly silent on the court and 
lets his strength do the talking for him. He says he 
only speaks when he needs to. 
When he is presented with an 
obstacle, he grits his teeth and 
powers through it.
“I try to put my head down 
and drive through any chal-
lenges,” he said.
Th is is the approach he’s had for his entire life, on 
and off  the basketball court. Bostic said one of his 
cousins likes to tell him that he doesn’t like to waste 
his breath. But his low-key disposition doesn’t pre-
vent him from being a leader. Rather than telling his 
teammates what to do, he shows them with his work 
ethic, determination and relentless eff ort.
“He’s one of the leaders of our team, but he 
doesn’t talk much,” senior captain and point guard 
Sean Burton said. “He sets the example through his 
actions. Over the past four years, he’s gotten better 
every year. It’s because of his work ethic on and off  
the court during practice.”
Bostic’s basketball coach at Geneva High School 
Jay Lauer said Bostic was this way even before he 
came to Ithaca. He gave 
his full eff ort no matter 
what, whether it was on 
the basketball court or 
in the classroom.
Lauer said he will 
never forget one prac-
tice when Bostic came 
to the gym visibly upset. 
When Lauer asked him 
what was wrong Bostic 
responded that a teacher 
was not accepting a proj-
ect that had been due 
that day. He had done 
the project but had left it 
in his locker. 
“It showed me his 
character ... when I saw 
him truly care about 
that,” Lauer said. “And 
that’s Jeff .”
Th is same approach 
throughout his four 
years at Ithaca has been 
what has helped him 
become the college’s 
19th-ever 1,000-point 
scorer. Bostic reached this milestone Jan. 6 at home 
in an 87–64 win over Utica College. He said the most 
exciting part about joining this elite club is joining 
Bomber immortality.
“To join that group, it means a lot,” Bostic said. “It 
means you’re forever part of the program. You made 
history and got on a list. It’s a great accomplishment 
that I’ve done something over these past four years 
that is going to be recognized.”
Bostic said his greatest inspiration when  it 
comes to playing basketball is his mother, Brenda. 
She keeps all of his awards on display in her home in 
Geneva, N.Y., and the ball from Bostic’s 1,000-point 
game will be added soon. 
Despite all the accolades Bostic has earned play-
ing basketball, this is the fi rst year he has stuck 
strictly to the hardwood. In his fi rst three years on 
South Hill, Bostic was a lettering member of the 
football team as both a tight end and wide receiver. 
In high school, Bostic was also a member of the bas-
ketball, football and track and fi eld teams. He said 
his history in football and track have improved his 
game on the court.
“Track helped me gain a lot of speed and quick-
ness to be able to do some of the things I do on the 
court,” Bostic said. “Football really helped with the 
footwork, being a wide receiver. It helped my ability 
to slide and move my feet and play a little bit better 
defense than I would if I hadn’t known those things.”
Th ough both football and track have helped his 
skills and athleticism, Head Coach Jim Mullins said 
Bostic’s decision to stick with basketball this year 
has been benefi cial to his skills on the court and in 
turn has helped the team to a 14–1 record.
“He was with the [team] from the beginning 
of the year,” Mullins said. “When they’re getting 
ready in preseason conditioning they’re running, 
whether it’s on the court or doing conditioning 
workouts. Jeff was more basketball-ready this 
year than ever before.”
Bostic said he loved football but gave it up for the 
team’s sake.
“I was having more fun playing basketball, and 
I was negatively aff ecting the team by playing foot-
ball,” he said. “I was through playing the sport … I 
really wanted to concentrate on basketball for this 
one year.”
Senior Jake Queener, a member of Ithaca’s foot-
ball team, one of Bostic’s best friends and his high 
school teammate in football and basketball said bas-
ketball is Bostic’s true love in the sports world.
“He always liked football, but it seemed like his 
heart was always in basketball,” Queener said.
Off  the court, the television-radio major shows 
the same determination behind video editing equip-
ment. Bostic said he is interested by the entire world 
of television, but one of his favorite parts of it is edit-
ing footage of his teammates and making highlight 
packages for them. He has even posted highlight 
fi lms of himself and Burton on YouTube.
Quiet, determined and well rounded, Bostic con-
tinues to make highlights on the court, prompting 
the hometown crowd to stand and cheer with every 
monster block and vicious dunk.  
But with all the noise he commands with his bas-
ketball skills, Bostic said his silent leadership will 
remain consistent throughout the season.
“In a game, if we need something, I’m not going 
to be the one trying to talk, I’m going to be the one 
trying to get things done,” he said. 
From left, junior guard Will Gaskins has his shot blocked by senior 
center Jeff Bostic at practice Tuesday in Ben Light Gymnasium.
ALLISON WASSINK/THE ITHACAN
Senior center Jeff Bostic throws down a one-handed 
slam dunk Monday in Ben Light Gymnasium.
ALLISON USAVAGE/THE ITHACAN
Watch a video inter-
view with Jeff Bostic 
at theithacan.org/
go/09bostic.
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BY THOMAS ESCHEN
STAFF WRITER
The new year brought a clean slate for 
the women’s basketball team. After finish-
ing 2008 with two consecutive losses, the 
South Hill squad was under .500 for the 
first time since the season began.
After a 22-point loss to St. Lawrence 
University, Ithaca had three weeks to fix its 
mistakes leading up to the difficult confer-
ence schedule. However, that loss prevented 
the Bombers from taking any momentum 
into the winter recess. 
“We were mentally and physically 
drained after that game,” junior guard Kath-
erine Bixby said. 
“We knew we were 
as good as them, 
and it is always hard 
to lose and then go 
on break.” 
Motivated by the 
loss, the South Hill squad worked hard over 
the break to transition into the new year. Th e 
team got healthier as some nagging injuries 
started to subside with rest and rehabilitation. 
While the team’s physical health im-
proved with those three weeks of practice, 
the Blue and Gold kept the mind-set that 
they had the skills to compete with the best 
by already defeating some of the top NCAA 
playoff teams.
With the skills there, only one missing 
piece remained. 
“We needed to find a way to learn how 
to win again,” sophomore forward Elissa 
Klie said. 
Learning how to win started the first 
game back from break on Jan. 2 as the 
Bombers went to Elmira College and won 
68–60. In that game, the team showed a 
more focused fast-break attack and got a 
number of transition lay-ups. Senior for-
ward Tracy Bradley ran the floor well as she 
scored a career-best 20 points.
Th at kind of attack led the Bombers to six 
straight victories, all in conference play. Dur-
ing the streak, Bradley highlighted most of 
the games by recording two double-doubles 
and scoring more than 20 points three times 
along the way. By beating the other team’s for-
wards down the court, her presence started to 
make the opposing defenses collapse on her 
in transition. 
All season long, Head Coach Dan Raymond 
said he has stressed to his players that being in 
better shape will make them successful. Brad-
ley’s hustle down the court has not only ex-
ploded her off ensive game but has also opened 
up outside shots and holes in the defense for 
the guards to take advantage of, which has 
helped the Bombers keep on winning. 
Against Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy, the guards started to take advantage of 
the defense. Bixby recorded a career-high 
27 points, and sophomore guard Jordan 
Confessore and freshman guard Jessica Far-
ley combined for five three-pointers in the 
77–64 win.
Bradley came back the next game against 
Hartwick College with her highest point 
total of her career with 28 points in the 
Bombers’ 70–54 victory.   
Those two games proved the Bombers 
could score in bunches and in many differ-
ent phases of the game.  
That has resulted in a perfect record for 
the Bombers in 2009, putting them on top 
of the Empire 8 with a 6–0 conference re-
cord. Once a .500 team, Ithaca is now the 
team to beat. 
“This start should give us a tremendous 
amount of confidence,” Klie said, “We have 
the target on our back now, being the only 
team without a loss in the conference.”
That target is more of a motivation than 
an obstacle. 
“It’s nice to know you’re back on top and 
people want to beat you,” Bixby said, “There 
is always pressure to stay undefeated.”  
With 10 games left, the competition will 
not get any easier down the stretch. Next 
up for the Bombers is a Stevens Institute of 
Technology squad featuring last year’s Em-
pire 8 Player of the Year Dani Dudek. The 
Ducks are 11–2 overall and 5–1 in confer-
ence on the season, just behind Ithaca for 
second in the Empire 8. It will be the Bomb-
ers’ toughest conference matchup, but with 
momentum on its side, the South Hill squad 
could end the week with a seven-game 
winning streak.
From left, freshmen Sam Dougherty tries to block a shot by sophomore Jordan Confessore as 
freshman Riley Dunn aids from the help side during practice Monday in Ben Light Gymnasium.
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN
South Hill squad stands undefeated in 2009
BY CORY FRANCER
SPORTS EDITOR
Beyond the men’s basketball 
team’s starting fi ve is one of the 
deepest and most talented second-
ary units of bench players in Divi-
sion III basketball. All season long, 
the Bomber bench has provided a 
spark and burst of energy that have 
helped the No. 12-ranked Ithaca 
team reach its 14–1 record.
Th e Blue and 
Gold’s second 
squad is recog-
nized around the 
conference for 
its strength in 
all facets of the 
game. Led by the 
experience and 
defensive prow-
ess of graduate 
student guard Scott Ruff rage and 
the youth and exuberance of fresh-
man sharp shooting guard Jordan 
Marcus, the reserve players have 
been just as integral a part of the 
South Hill squad as the starters.
Th e bench players credit much of 
their success to a like mind-set that 
they all share. Each player is com-
mitted to providing a fresh burst of 
energy on the court while the start-
ers can rest weary legs. Th is constant 
rotation and re-energizing tires out 
opponents while the Bombers keep 
up their intensity.
“We can pick up the team 
and provide a little energy,” Ruf-
frage said. “When we come off 
the bench, there shouldn’t be any 
letdown. We should pick up right 
where the starters left off.”
This method has had the re-
sults that the Blue and Gold desire. 
With only one loss this season, 
the second unit has stepped into 
a rhythm as the team begins its 
conference schedule. Junior cen-
ter Tom Brown said Ithaca’s bench 
players can match up against any 
other team in the Empire 8.
“We’re probably the deep-
est team in the Empire 8,” he said. 
“Even if we’re up on a team and our 
last few guys on the bench come in, 
we’ll expand the lead even more.”
On Jan. 9 the Bombers showed 
their conference supremacy with 
one of their biggest blowout victo-
ries of the year, a 122–90 win over 
Nazareth College. The high scorer 
in this game was Marcus, coming 
off the bench and sinking his ca-
reer high of 25 points. He said the 
bench’s depth is the reason they 
have been so successful.
“A lot of teams aren’t as deep as we 
are,” Marcus said. “Th e more we run, 
the more [the other team] gets tired.”
Ruffrage said one of the reasons 
the bench players gel together so 
well on the court is because they 
are so familiar with every other 
player’s style. He said during prac-
tice, the starters scrimmage the 
reserves. Also, certain groups of 
players always line up together on 
the court. He said his experience 
playing with Brown during the 
past three years help them work 
together better on the court.
“Tom and I used to start last 
year at the beginning of last season, 
but they switched things up in the 
middle of the season and we started 
coming off  the bench, and it’s been 
the same way since then,” he said. “I 
know when to look for him, and he 
knows when to kick out to me.”
In addition to the team’s top 
three reserves, the Bombers have 
received strong performances 
from the rest of the second unit 
as well. Sophomore forward Phil 
Barera has been impressive on the 
boards, and freshman guard Sam 
Hutchins has displayed his skills 
running the floor. Ruffrage said 
the strong performances from 
these players are important be-
cause they will be taking over the 
court in the coming seasons.
“They’re the future of the pro-
gram, and we need to develop 
them for when we’re gone next 
year,” Ruffrage said. “And the year 
after, these guys will be starting.”
With a strong, deep bench, the 
South Hill squad has been able 
to lead its opponents by so much 
this season that on any given night 
every player will get a chance to 
play. This is a trend Ruffrage said 
he wants to continue.
“We’ll try and have more blow-
outs so the other guys can get in,” 
he said.
Bench anchors team
From left, junior guard Will Gaskins puts back a missed shot as sophomore guard Robert Martin boxes out during 
practice Tuesday in Ben Light Gymnasium. Gaskins and Martin have provided help off the bench this season.
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STAT CHECK
The Blue and Gold 
lead the Empire 8 in 
points scored this 
season with 942.
NEXT UP
The Bombers 
take on Ste-
vens Institute 
of Technology 
on Sunday in 
Hoboken, N.J. 
Ithaca is 5–1 
against Empire 
8 opponents.
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BY ABBY PAULSON
STAFF WRITER
Freshman Derek Rand launches 
off  the diving board with confi -
dence. He is a blur as he twists and 
fl ips, kicking out with his legs to 
create a fl awless entry. He makes 
it look easy, but behind every suc-
cessful dive are hours of repetition 
and practice, and Rand is quickly 
making his mark on the young 
Bomber diving squad with his ex-
perience and skill. 
Rand transitioned from gym-
nastics to diving in the summer 
of 2002 and has been competing 
ever since. He said his six-year 
history with the sport has helped 
him make an easy transition from 
high school and club competition 
to Division III athletics.  
Rand said the diff erence be-
tween high school and college is 
the addition of the 3-meter spring-
board, but he had experience with 
the 3-meter from participating 
with a club team.
Rand’s experience in different 
levels of competition has taught 
him to be persistent as he attempts 
tougher dives. His determination 
and fearlessness are the keys to 
his early success at Ithaca College 
this season. He won the 1-meter 
competition and placed second in 
the 3-meter competition in a meet 
against SUNY-Cortland on Nov. 8 
and won the 1-meter competition 
against Bloomsburg University on 
Nov. 15. 
He also captured second in 
the 3-meter competitions against 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
on Nov. 1 and in the Henry Kumpf 
Invitational on Jan. 17.  
“His greatest strength as a div-
er is that he is mentally strong,” 
sophomore diver Mike Glicini 
said. “With diving, there is a lot 
more of a mental aspect to the 
sport, and if you screw something 
up in a competition and dwell on 
it afterward, it can seriously affect 
your overall meet.” 
Junior Naomi Mark, a diver for 
the women’s team, said Rand ap-
pears unfazed by competition, im-
proving his focus and performance 
even when the stakes and pressure 
are high. 
“I don’t let a dive frustrate me, I 
work hard until I get it,” Rand said. “I 
don’t let the competition overwhelm 
or scare me.”
First-year Diving Coach Nate 
Brisley has helped Rand rise up 
against the tough competition in the 
Empire 8 conference. 
“[Brisley] helped me get over 
some fears that I had with the 
reverse and back two and a half,” 
Rand said. “He sees potential 
in me.”
The diving team’s close bond 
has also helped Rand be success-
ful this season. Rand met the team 
during a recruiting trip last year 
and said he immediately clicked 
with his future teammates.
“He is a great guy who really 
brings a very modest attitude to 
the team, always talking about how 
you’re going to perform, not how 
he’s going to,” Glicini said. “Last year 
when he came up for a recruiting 
weekend he got along with people 
easily, and when he came this year 
there was nothing diff erent.”
With a strong support base and 
drive to succeed, Rand is working 
toward his goal of making the na-
tional competition and competing 
at a high level in the talent-packed 
Empire 8. 
“Because of the nature of the 
sport, the conference meet could be 
decided by one or two dives,” senior 
diver Andrew Longcore said. “Th ere 
are a handful of divers across the 
Empire 8 that have the potential to 
capture the title.”
Even when the competition is 
tough, Rand has the natural talent 
and experience to make his mark 
on the Empire 8 in his freshman 
season and beyond because of his 
range of strengths.
“Derek’s greatest strength is 
his love of the sport,” Longcore 
said. “He dives because he loves 
to dive.”
A splash of tenacity
Freshman diver transitions 
to college competition with ease
Freshman diver Derek Rand does a back dive from the 1-meter springboard during practice Tuesday in the 
Hill Center Pool. Rand has picked up two fi rst-place fi nishes in the 1-meter dive so far this season.
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BY DAVE URAM
STAFF WRITER
Last Friday and Saturday, the wrestling 
team proved it can compete with any other 
team, regardless of its division.
Th e No. 7 nationally ranked Blue and 
Gold fi nished in fourth place in the 17-team 
New York State Collegiate Championship 
this past weekend in Oswego, N.Y. It was a 
mixed competition, with teams ranging from 
junior college to Division I. 
Out of the fi ve Division I teams in the 
fi eld, the South Hill squad fi nished ahead 
of Cornell University and Wagner College. 
Out of all the Division III and junior college 
teams, Ithaca fi nished the highest.
“We all wrestled pretty well, and I think 
that really was the most important thing that 
we got of the weekend,” junior heavyweight 
Joe Goetz said.
Th is is the best the squad has fi nished in 
this tournament since 1990, which is the last 
time it won the national championship. Th at 
year it also fi nished fourth.
In more recent history, this is the second 
time in four years that the Blue and Gold 
have fi nished as the top Division III team.
“It’s just a great improvement from what 
we’ve been doing for the past couple of 
seasons,” Goetz said. “Th is was one of the 
best turnouts that we’ve had in a couple of 
years, and it’s great to look back on how well 
we did.”
Goetz fi nished third among the heavy-
weights, which was the best placement of 
anyone on the team. 
However, there were other impressive 
performances that led to the fourth place 
fi nish. Out of the 10 Bombers who wrestled, 
nine received all-state honors, which means 
they fi nished within the top eight of their 
weight class, including Goetz. 
Senior John Paxos (141 pounds), juniors 
Willie Horwath (157 pounds) and co-captain 
Chad Winowich (133 pounds), sophomore 
Blaine Woszczak (149 pounds) and freshman 
Chris Carabello (197 pounds) all fi nished 
fourth in their weight classes.
Junior Justin Seifried, who was an All-
American two years ago, placed sixth at 
141 pounds, while senior co-captain Scott 
Edwards (157 pounds) and freshman Tom 
Heckman (184 pounds) both placed eighth. 
Horwath said the Bombers should be satis-
fi ed with their performance because it proved 
that they can have a strong showing against 
teams of all calibers. 
“When you show [Division I teams] 
that even though we’re not getting athletic 
scholarships and all this other stuff, and we 
can compete with them at a higher level of 
competition, it shows that we’re not slouch-
es and that we shouldn’t be overlooked,”
he said. 
As far as the rest of the year goes, the 
Blue and Gold only have four remaining dual 
meets, an area in which they have thrived, 
posting a record of 10–1. 
Th e South Hill squad will square off 
against Lycoming College on Jan. 29. in 
Williamsport, Pa. On Feb. 4 the team faces 
SUNY-Oneonta and on Feb. 7 it will meet up 
with Wilkes University in Ben Light Gymna-
sium. On Feb. 11, Ithaca will face rival SU-
NY-Cortland in Cortland, N.Y.
With their strong outing at the state 
championships, Head Coach Marty Nichols 
said the one thing he hopes his wrestlers will 
take from this past weekend is that they need 
to be at their best by the time the Empire 
Collegiate Wrestling Conference champion-
ship on Feb. 21 rolls around.
Th e Bombers will be in familiar territory 
at the conference championship, which will 
be held in Oswego, the same place the state 
tournament was held.
Nichols said in order to fi nish on top again, 
they will need to make some improvements.
“We told the guys we need to get 20 per-
cent better by the time the conference [tour-
nament] comes around,” he said. “[Th e state 
tournament] was a good opportunity where 
the guys could show how good they’ve got-
ten so far during the year, and also with the 
competition they could see the places where 
they need to improve.”
Bombers wrestle diff erent divisions at state championship
Junior Simon Ho takes down freshman Doug Kramer during practice Tuesday in Ben Light 
Gymnasium. The Bombers fi nished fourth in the New York State Collegiate Championship.
MATT RIGBY/THE ITHACAN
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Look online
for game stories
from these sports: 
BY CASEY MUSARRA
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Most teams look to upperclass-
men to act as leadership fi gures for 
younger athletes, but all six throw-
ers on the women’s indoor track 
team are freshmen and are already 
making their mark.
In just their fi rst meet of the year, 
Ithaca College freshmen throwers 
Katie Middleton and Anna Law-
rence qualifi ed for the New York 
State Collegiate Track Conference 
Championships in the shot put and 
weight throw, respectively.
The weight throw is not done 
at the high school level, so all of 
the throwers were new to the 
event this year.
“Th e weight throw is really diffi  -
cult,” Th rowing Coach Jennifer Mc-
Donnell said. “It’s fun to teach be-
cause it’s such an adrenaline rush.”
Th e weight throw consists of 
throwing a 20-pound ball attached 
to a chain. Th e throwers spin them-
selves around until they build up 
enough momentum and then throw 
it as far as they can.
After just a few months of 
learning the weight throw, Law-
rence said she felt comfortable 
with it and has performed above 
expectations. In Saturday’s meet 
at Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy, she made it to the finals and 
ended up with a seventh place fin-
ish out of 31 competitors.
Lawrence said she considers the 
weight throw her specialty now and 
has made it her goal to qualify for 
the Eastern College Athletic Con-
ference Championships.
McDonnell said the performance 
by the throwers in the fi rst two 
meets showed the throwers were 
ready to compete at a high level.
Lawrence said after working 
hard since September she was just 
excited to throw, but she was also 
nervous when the Cornell Relays fi -
nally rolled around Dec. 6.
“Some of the girls from Cornell 
throw twice what we throw,” she said. 
“Seeing the technique from the [Divi-
sion I] schools was really benefi cial.”
With the lack of facilities on cam-
pus, the team practices at Cornell 
University. Since they also have sev-
eral meets there, the throwers have al-
ready gotten to talk with the throwers 
at Cornell, and they intend on having a 
mentor-mentee relationship.
“It’s a competition, but it’s more 
with yourself than with other peo-
ple,” Middleton said. “So it’s a lot 
diff erent than being at the starting 
blocks and having someone right 
next to you.”
Since the throwers don’t focus 
on their competitor’s scores, they 
have created a tight-knit group that 
motivates the entire team. While the 
throwers put in a great deal of hard 
work at practice, they try to make it 
more fun by singing and dancing.
Middleton said during one prac-
tice the throwers sang “Kung Fu 
Fighting” while running around the 
track and stopped occasionally to 
do karate moves.
“Th ey need to keep a light-heart-
ed, fun atmosphere because they 
work so hard,” McDonnell said. “If 
they weren’t so upbeat and happy, 
they’d want to leave early from prac-
tice because it can get boring.”
McDonnell said a typical practice 
is about two hours of warming up, 
doing footwork and then throwing. 
Th e throwers also lift weights oc-
casionally but make sure to do it to-
gether to make it more entertaining.
Th ough the group is like its own 
team, it doesn’t have its own cap-
tain, so the throwers keep each oth-
er focused and count on each other 
and McDonnell to stay motivated. 
Middleton said one time McDon-
nell went to work late because they 
were doing so well at practice she 
didn’t want to leave.
Since McDonnell has only been 
out of college a few years, Middleton 
said the team connects well with her.
“She’s part of our family,” Mid-
dleton said. “Her presence is our 
motivation because she off ers a lot 
of encouragement.”
Lawrence said when McDonnell 
isn’t around, the throwers adjust 
and push each other by giving each 
other peer evaluations.
Even though the throwers are off  
to a great start, Middleton doesn’t 
want the team to get ahead of itself 
and aim too high.
“We still have three more years,” 
she said.
Freshman thrower Anna Lawrence practices the weight throw during practice Friday in Barton Hall at Cornell University. 
Lawrence fi nished seventh out of 31 competitors in Saturday’s meet at Rochester Institute of Technology.
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN
Rookies lead the way
Freshmen throwers perform well, 
keeping a light-hearted atmosphere
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SATURDAY
Men’s and women’s indoor track @ 
Upstate Challenge @ 
Cornell University
Men’s and women’s swimming vs. 
University of Rochester
Gymnastics vs. SUNY-Cortland, West 
Chester University and 
Wilson College
SUNDAY
Men’s basketball @ Stevens Institute 
of Technology
Women’s basketball @ Stevens Institute 
of Technology
WEDNESDAY
Women’s swimming and diving @ William 
Smith College
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Letting it fl y
From left, Matt Klemm of Agony and Ecstasy, an ultimate frisbee team, defends a pass from junior Dana Matson of the 
Ithaca College men’s ultimate frisbee team during an ultimate frisbee tournament Saturday in Ben Light Gymnasium.
ALLISON USAVAGE/THE ITHACAN
Nobody wants 
to lose, but it’s 
always good to 
get a loss on 
yourself so you 
know you’re 
not unbeaten 
-- so you know 
somebody can 
beat you.
University of Pittsburgh 
guard Levance Fields 
after the Panthers fell 
to the University of Lou-
isville on Saturday, giv-
ing the Panthers their 
fi rst loss 
of the 
season. 
they
saidit
by the numbers 6
The number of wins the 
women’s basketball 
team has earned to go 
undefeated in 2009. See 
story on page 28.2
The number of fi rst-place 
fi nishes freshman diver 
Derek Rand has earned so 
far this season. See story 
on page 29.
The number of wrestlers who 
received all-state honors after 
the Bombers’ fourth-place 
fi nish in the New York State 
Collegiate Championship on 
Saturday. See story on 
page 29.
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FACE OFF Ithaca’s athletes weigh in on life away from the gym, pool, mat and track.
WHO DO YOU THINK WILL 
WIN THE SUPER BOWL?
DUNKIN DONUTS OR 
STARBUCKS?
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE 
TELEVISION SHOW?
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE 
PLACE TO VISIT?
Cardinals
Starbucks
“House”
Myrtle Beach
Sophomore
Lauren Ferrone
Gymnastics
Cardinals
Starbucks
It’s a tie between 
“Grey’s Anatomy” 
and “Top Chef”
Hawaii
Junior diver
Naomi Mark
Women’s swimming
Cardinals
Dunkin Donuts
“It’s Always 
Sunny In Phila-
delphia”
Florida
Junior heavyweight
Joe Goetz
Wrestling
Steelers
Dunkin Donuts
“Seinfeld”
The Caribbean
Junior middle distance
Joel Trager
Men’s indoor track
Headline writers around the world are thrilled about 
former University of Mississippi Basketball Coach 
Andy Kennedy’s lawsuit against a taxi driver and valet. 
“Coach’s wife sues, claiming lack of playing time,” reads 
www.WLWT.com’s headline of an article about the lawsuit. 
During a trip to Cincinnati in December, Andy Kennedy was 
charged with misdemeanor assault for punching the cab driver, 
Mohamed Jiddou and yelling racial slurs at him. Kennedy sued Jiddou 
and valet Michael Strother for defamation of character. Three days later, 
his wife, Kimber Kennedy added a lack of consortium lawsuit against Jid-
dou and Strother. His wife claimed the accusations made by the cab driver and the 
valet have ruined the couple’s personal life, as well as their sex life.
— Casey Musarra
Weird news from the wide world of sports
the foul line
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PHOTOS BY DAVID KORMAN
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
While traveling in Israel to visit family, staff  
photographer David Korman observed the eff ects of the 
Israeli-Palestinian confl ict in cities across the region.
Above: Schoolgirls observe rocket damage to a house in Sderot.
Below: Peace Now Secretary General Yariv Oppenheimer addresses a 
crowd of more than 600 people at the group’s protest Jan. 10.
Above: Israelis participate in a protest organized by Peace Now, a left-wing nongovernmental organization that advocates peace, compromise and reconciliation with Palestine as the 
only guarantee for security in the region. The protestors gathered in Tel Aviv, Israel on Jan. 10 across the street from the Israeli Defense Headquarters.
Below: From left, Ofer, a Logistics soldier in the Israeli Defense Force and two Israeli civilians wait to 
take photos of Israeli forces bombing the Gaza strip Jan. 12 in Sderot, a city that borders the territory. 
peaceA fi ght for
